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Earth-born Clouds 


By J. H. Sammis 


** Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.—John 14.1 


UR heavenly Father loves to see 
His children happy, brave and strong, 
With hearts as full of melody 
As Spring is full of song. 


He grieves when they give place to grief, 
Or weigh with dread to-morrow’s fear; 
His promise chides their unbelief 
And challenges their tear. 


Then why, my soul, art thou cast down, 
Though sun and stars forbear to shine? 
Mistake not for thy Father’s frown 
Those somber thoughts of thine. 








Do you believe that God works the same sort of 
miracles to-day as he did through Paul on the island 
of Malta,—studied in the current Sunday-school les- 
son? Read Dr. Ussher’s narrative on page 620. 


e 
Disturbing the Quiet 


For a quiet time with Jesus, more is needed than 
a quiet place. Indeed a true quiet time may be had 
in the noisiest place, and the quietest place of prayer 
may witness great disturbance and noise. For it is 
the quiet that reigns in the heart which makes pos- 
sible a quiet time with the Lord. A Christian man 
whose habit it is to give at least an hour in the morn- 
ing to Bible study and prayer, and who at different 
periods has had wonderful blessing in it, found him- 
self straining after a renewal of these blessings. He 
came to the Bible study and prayer wondering 
whether he would get out of them all that God had 
for him, and was constantly asking himself whether 
he was in the right frame of mind to get God’s mes- 
sage, and to pray the right way. Suddenly one morn- 
ing, as such thoughts were going through his mind, 
the Spirit revealed to him that he was making a quiet 


time with God impossible. He was filling the hour 
with the disturbance of human thought. He con- 
fessed his fault of trying to help God with His work, 
and then let his heart quietly rest in Jesus, trusting 
Him for any kind of manifestation that He thought 
best in his quiet hour. When he had done that he 
at once realized that now he could have a real quiet 
time because he was silent before God and waiting 
upon Him alone. So the best quiet hours with the 
Lord come only to those who have learned how to 
be quict in Him moment by moment all through the 
twenty-four hours. 
— 


God’s Question 

God is not interested in knowing whether men 
have sinned or not. He knows that all men have 
sinned. Nor is he chiefly concerned as to the amount 
of sinning that a man has done. For the character 
of any sin is so deadly that a little goes the whole 
way. The thing that interests God most is well ex- 
pressed in Paul Rader’s saying: “God’s question of 
you is not, How much have you sinned? but, How 
much have you washed?” Are you this moment 
trusting Jesus and his blood for your complete cleans- 
ing from all sin? 

> a 


Too Small For Prayer? 

'.Bothering God with small things is something 
‘that no Christian need be afraid of. Nothing. that 
concerns the life of a child of his is small to God. 
And God-is never bothered by anything except un- 
belief. A Christian young woman one night felt a 
great hunger to see with her eyes the verse “My 

race is sufficient for thee.” She knew nothing of its 

location, except that it was in the New Testament. 
She wondered if. it was too small a matter to ask 
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The Rhythm 


HERE is an Eastern legend of a prince who 
went in quest of a wonderful stone whose pos- 
sessor would become endowed with wealth and 
wisdofn. In some way the prince came to know that 
the stone lay somewhere upon one bank of a certain 
river, and great as was the task he set out resolved 
to examine patiently every stone upon that bank 
of the river. Through weary weeks he never fal- 
tered. He was not distressed because the search 
was slow and painful, and he never missed a stone. 
After-a little he grew able to examine and discard 
them more-and more rapidly, but gradually this con- 
stant. motion of throwing things away formed a 
habit in his arm which was almost automatic. At 
last one day when he was in full swing the wonder- 
ful stone itself was actually in his hand, but the 
motion of casting away had become so inveterate 
that witha hurried glance his arm fell into its old 
easy rhythm. of rejection, and the stone was lost 
forever. 

As we pursue our hopes and quests we too have 
to cast away many occasions that we know are not 
yet the ones we have been looking for. We take 
up and examine: many truths and arguments and we 
hear many -appeals and we look at many oppor- 
tunities with hearts that. know no other motive but 
to fasten upon just the right thing-at last. It is one 
of. the painful processes of our discipline that we 
have to make so mary refusals and wait so long 
before just the right occasion comes. Refusals have 
to be made; but it is just’as important to know just 
when they ought to stop, and not to continue them 
one moment beyond the proper point. So there 
comes into every life this rhythm of rejecting things 
until it almost controls us and goes far beyond any- 
thing we. ever meant. A rhythm is something that 
tends to. take care of itself. Get a tune in the 
mind. and for days it will almost make us sing it 
when we “do not know we are doing it. 

All of us have to say no a great miany times in 


God to help her find that verse. “I guess I'll risk 
it,” she said to herself. So she asked Him who spoke 
the words to show her the place in the Bible where 
they were written. After a short time of searching, 


_during which. other precious verses impressed them- 


selves upon her; she was directed back to the very 
page that contained the “sufficient grace” verse, after 
she had passed the page by. It is the eee eee 
that often cause us anxiety. But God has said, “ in 
nothing be anxious”; and he would not have said 
that had he not added, “In everything by prayer.” 
That defines the- scope of prayer as including any- 
thing about which we might be anxious or may have 
a question. When Christ wished to show the meas- 
ure of God’s care for his children, he said, “The very 
hairs of your head are all numbered.” 


PA 
Winning the Argument 


It is not much of a feat to win an argument. 
Shrewd human reasoning can do it at any time. 
Many a child of God, who has been taught and em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit, is unable to meet the 
arguments of clever thinkers who set their human 
logic and wisdom over against his position, and 
challenge him to prove to them that they are wrong. 
The story is told of a young swallow, not a year old, 
who proved conclusively that his father and mother 
were wrong in migrating South for the winter. Hav- 
ing proved this, he remained North, to see what 
Christmas weather was like. Long before Christmas 


. the poor little swallow was found dead on the ground. 


He had had the better of the argument, and the worst 
of the experience. If we are arguing, conclusively 
to ourselves, against something that God offers us 
and that the’ Word of God says is true, it may en- 
rich our experience to turn away from our argu- 
ments and, without even attempting to understand 
everything, just believe God. 


of Rejection 


our lives. Probably we have to say no many more 
times than yes.- At every turn there are invitations 
that have to be turned down. There are attractive 
engagements that must be refused. There are op- 
portunities that under other circumstances we should 
be glad to accept, but we know they are not for us. 
And in our complicated modern life there is so much 
that is superfluous and unnecessary that we have 
to refuse right and left. In order to have any char- 
acter we must learn how to reject. ‘ 

But every virtue has its defect; and before we 
know it we acquire an almost fatal facility in re- 
jection. It begins to be easy, and we are. pleased 
with the promptness with which we can do it. A 
prominent business man said, “I sit at my desk all 
day and I have to make constapt decisions. Most 
times I have to say no.” But be sure he was all 
the more careful to know when to say yes. Through 
all these refusals he became all the keener for seiz- 
ing the chance which must not be allowed to slip. 

Now the fact is with most of us that we make re- 
fusals which we ought not to make just because we 
have gotten into the habit of it. We suppose that 
we are doing it for good reasons, but really it is 
just because we have done it so long. The mind 
gets begt that way. A man stops going to church 
first for some valid reason, which applies to a cer- 
tain Sunday only, and then something else stops 
him and he says “not to-day.” At last years have 
gone by without his doing it. He gives many reasons 
for it, but really there is no reason. It has been 
long since there has been any. It is the rhythm of 
rejection. 

Or perhaps we plan a certain piece of work. We 
mean sincerely to do it. We want to do it, and we 
look for the best day to do it in. But we refuse 
to-day because of something which does not seem 
propitious, and to-morrow comes and perhaps we 
have a headache. Other to-morrows follow and no 
day seems quite favorable. So we let them pass, 
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yet we are quite sure that we are keeping our senses. 
And the days are so numerous and 9 pentifal We 
are sure we shall know. the right occasion when it 
comes, we are sure we have reasons for what 
we are om, but there is no longer any reason 
about it. e are the victims of a habit. Again 
and again the right time to do the work came to 
us, but ed bent for opp a it away had become 
stronger n our powers of recognition. 

Professor Fisher, of Yale, once asked a student 
of whom he was fond to take his place and officiate 
one morning at the Seminary prayers: It was an 
unusual honor, but the student, who was really ap- 
preciative of it, declined through some diffidence or 
the thought that Professor Fisher might some day 
ask him again and then he would feel more like it. 
The professor then quietly said that he had noticed 
an inclination on the student’s part to make such 
refusals and added, “And the trouble about that 
sort of thing is that pretty soon perale will cease 
asking you to do anything.” The remark went 
home, and the whole tenor of the student’s life was 
changed. 

It is in some such way as this that men fancy they 
will be free to accept Christ any time. It is true, 
they say, that they are not going to do it to-day, but 
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it will always be open to them. So it will, but they 
little ee what cruel force. has | ge tie Bm this 
long and apparently easy swing of saying, at to- 
day.” . They are words, not defiant. seemingly,” 
but silken cords will bind as firmly as any others. 
If any one thinks he can do a thing any time let 
him prove it by trying whether he can do it to-day. 
It would startle many a man who blandly feels that 
he can accept Christ any time to know how his 
power of empenes has dwindled, and how strong 
this subtle habit of ‘casting away has become. It 
seduces us with its very rhythm. It almost does 
itself. And when we try to break it, life will be 
very discordant for a few days and maybe longer. 
Strong men will recognize the encroachments of this 
habit. They will take alarm when they find it gain- 
ing upon them, and with a deep relief they will wel- 
come opportunities and occasions for service and 
prayer and love which formerly they were con- 
stantly throwing away. 

It was the tragedy of Israel that, while they kept 
hoping for great days, there went along with the 
hoping another current of refusing each particular 
manifestation of the things. hoped for, and they 
made the great rejection of the Christ because they 


had too long been prodigal of lesser ones. 





How to Have Victory 


I have read with much profit and blessing all your 
articles on the Victorious Life, but I do not have con- 
tinuous victory over an irritable disposition. 

Please tell me Why, when J earnestly, humbly, and 
sincerely commit this to the Lord and confidently ex- 
pect deliverance, I do not have it? 

Sometimes I feel so discouraged, and almost bitter, 
over my failures. 

I do not want an experience, but my Saviour; and I 
do not understand how I prevent His keeping.—A 
Mississippi Seeker. 


The Lord Jesus is only waiting for you to trust 
Him now for victory over all sin. 

Do not ask Him to give you victory over an irri- 
table disposition, or over any other particular failing. 
He offers you freedom from all sin; and you can 
have victory over this or that individual sin only as 
you accept victory over all. 

And do not merely “expect” deliverance from the 
coming temptation, but'accept it mow for the present 
moment: present freedom from the dominion of all 
sin, even the sin of unbelief. 

Will you not now tell him that you know that he 
is working’ the miracle of complete victory in your 
life, and that you know this, not because it has yet 
“worked,” or because of any feeling you have in the 
matter, or because of any new consciousness of 
Christ, or manifestation of his presence, or any proof 
or evidence whatsoever; but simply because he says 
to you, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” That is 
enough. Will you take the miracle now, in blind, 
cold faith, on the simple word of God? 


= 
What About Secret Societies? 


Of frequent occurrence in the Editor’s mail in 
recent years have been inquiries about secret so- 
cieties,—not so much as to whether Christians should 
oppose them, or work against them, but as to 
whether a Christian who seeks only to please Christ 
should join a secret society. Two letters received 
recently in the same week are representative of such 
inquiries : 

Are lodges and secret fraternities all right? Should 
a Christian ever belong to any such?—An Ohio Reader. 
Is there anything contrary to Christ’s teaching in 
belonging to a secret organization? This is an organi- 
zation for ladies, objects of the best, cultured and re- 
fined ladies belonging as a rule. Do you think there is 


anything in the Scriptures that conflicts with a secret 
order?—An Iowa Woman. 


This women’s secret organization is doubtless free 
from the condemnation that falls upon secret’ orders 
that make use of religious forms in which Christ has 
not the central place. It may be said without qualifi- 
cation that any society, whether secret or not, that 
worships God, or holds any services in the name of 
God or religion, or seeks after the knowledge of 
God, and does any of these things without doing 
them in the name of the Lord Jesus and him cruci- 
fied, is one in which a Christian should have no part. 
It may be urged that the true God is worshiped, as 
Jews worship God without acknowledging Jesus. 
But God can be known and worshiped only through 
Jesus. Those Jews to-day who reject Christ do not 
worship the true God. They are apostate from the 
faith of Israel. For. Jehovah, the covenant God of 
the Jews, ts the Messiah of the New Testament, and 
one day Israel will mourn before God when the na- 





tion recognizes Jesus, whom they have pierced, as 
Jehovah-God. The investigation of a Christian need 
go no further if the secret order presumes to ap- 
proach God in any other way than through the cruci- 
fied Redeemer. It is this religious flavor in ‘certain 
secret orders that leads many members to believe that 
they need nothing more than the lodge, with its high 
moral standards, for salvation. 

This women’s organization is free from the evil 
practises, and perhaps also free from the “question- 
able” practises, of many secret lodges. While man’s 
evil nature will express itself quite apart from 
association in secret orders, there is abundant evi- 
dence that many lodges are committed to acts in 
which a Christian can have no part; and many more 
are committed to “border-line practises,” as card- 
playing and dancing, and such things as are ques- 
tionable only for border-line Christians. 

There are secret organizations, such for instance 
as certain college fraternities, that are free from 
some evident objections. There are spiritual Chris- 
tians who can look back upon their experiences in 
college fraternities and say that there was nothing 
done in the fraternity rooms « :cépt what might well 
be done in the open, and that the secrecy feature 
was one rather of mystery than of something that 
needed to be hidden. In such cases the question 
remains, is the secrecy principle wrong in itself, is 
it contrary to the teachings of Christ? 

The following questions may well be considered 
by the Ohio and Iowa readers, and by any other 
Christian who is considering entering a secret or- 
ganization : 

Are there any members of the order who are un- 
believers? If there are, does this word of Scripture 
bear on my attitude: “Be not unequally yoked with 
unbelievers .. . Come ye out from among them, and 
be ye separate (2 Cor. 6:14, 17). A clear “distinc- 
tion may be recognized here between secret fra- 





That Malicious Neutral of Europe 


Probably the most startling facts you ever 
read, showing how temperance or intemperance 
has influenced victories and defeats among the 
warring nations of Europe in the last two years, 
will begin to appear in next week’s World’s 
Temperance Number of The Sunday School 
Times, in the first of a really sensational (be- 
cause true) series of articles written by a clear- 
visioned American woman who went to Europe 
last winter to investigate for herself that “ great 
temperance laboratory ” of the world. The first 
article in the series will show “ Europe’s Un- 
preparedness for the Great War ”—through 
bondage to alcohol. 

Perhaps no such temperance ammunition for 
teachers and preachers, for intelligent knowl- 
edge and conversation on this great subject that 
is challenging the world, has ever been brought 
together in a brief series of popular articles. 
Please turn at once to the statement on page 
626 in this issue, explaining how you can make 
sure of getting the entire series. 
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ternal societies, and such organizations as commer- 
cial clubs where fraternity is not a factor, and whose 
members are not in-the same sense “yoked er.” 

If all the members-are Christians, and none are 
admitted who are not believers, does membership in 
this organization cause any separation, conscious 
or unconsciously, een me and other Christians 
who do not belong? Will there be any tendency to 
feel that I owe some special love or service or sacri- 
fice to members of the secret order that I do not 
owe to other fellow-Christians? 

Am I in danger of adding a separate fraternity to 
the one brotherhood that r-st established for all 
believers? Even thé matter of blood relationship 
zooms oreet, aside when speaking of this new brother- 

ood: © ho is my mother? And who are my 
brethren? And he stretched forth his hand toward 
his disciples, and said, Behold, my mother and my 
brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of my 
father who is in heaven, he is my brother, and sister, 
and mother” (Matt. 12: 48-50). Elizabeth A. Need- 
ham, the wife of the famous evangelist George C. 
Needham, a few years before. her death wrote: 
“To-day, I stand for things open; for only one fra- 
ternity, the brotherhood of rist; for one unian, 
union with God through him; for one form of 
 degpe vce giving ourselves to him, to spend and 

spent in his service.” 

Finally, is the purpose of this organization the 
glory of God, and is my motive in joining it and 
giving my time to it, and in fellowshiping with the 
other women, one that has only the glory of God in 
view? “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God” (1 Cor. 10:31). A Christian will avoid many 
puzzling questions as to how much harm there is in a 
course of action if he or she will first ask, How 
much good will there be in this? how much can I 
glorify God through it? 

The most absolute and uncompromising “secret 
society” on earth is the society of those who have 
died, and whose life is hid with Ci)rist in God. There 
is no need of an oath to keep the members from im- 





parting their secret to outsiders; for outsiders cannot - 


know this secret. They do not understand the lan- 
guage. But a supernatural enlightenment of the 
Spirit of God lets them into the secret, and it is the 
eager desire of all who are mempbers of this society 
to explain to outsiders how they can get in, so that 
they too may share in the secret of the Lord, which 
is with them that fear Him. And there are higher 
degrees in this secret order, with a language that the 
beginners cannot understand. But_ the: highest. de- 
gree is open to the. humblest member,—indeed it is 
open only to the humblest. Should Christians desire 
membership in any other secret organization? 

Does Christ’s word, “I have spoken openly to the 
world . . . and in secret spake I nothing” (John 
18:20) have any bearing on this? 

Would Jesus join a college fraternity or any other 
of the modern secret societies? 


= 


Will the Good Deeds 
of Unsaved Men Help Them? 


An unsaved young man once asked me if the good 
deeds we did before we are saved will count us any- 
thing in the day of judgment. I turned the question 
on him and asked what he thought. He was honest 
and thoughtful, and he said, “No, they do not have 
the right motive; they want to be seen of men.”—An 
Ohio Reader. 


Isaiah, who had seen the Lord in his holiness, said: 
“We are all_as an unclean thing, and all our right- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa..64: 6). 

The apostle Paul, who had seen the Lord Jesus 


- in his glory, and who before that had lived a life of 


“righteousness which is in the law, found blameless,” 


said that he counted all the best things of his life: 


apart from Christ “but refuse” (Phil. 3:6, 8) 

The only things that will count in the sight of God, 
for those who are saved, at the judgment seat of 
Christ, are the things that God himself, dwelling in 
those saved ones by Christ, has accomplished. The 
only: good works are God’s works. They, and they 
alone, can be looked upon with pleasure by God. All 
other works are hopelessly unholy, unrighteous, be- 
cause of the eternal enmity of the flesh, the natural 
man, against God and the things of God. 

We read in Revelation 20:11, 12, of the judgment 
of the lost, that “books were opened:...and the dead 
were judged out of the things which were written in 
the books, according to their works.” If, as is here 


* intimated, the punishment of the eternally lost will 


vary—although all alike are condemned to eternal 
punishment—according ‘to the deeds of their earthly 
lifetime, then it is possible that the so-called “good” 
deeds of their earthly lives will be a factor, in God’s 
sight. But such so-called “good” deeds have no ele- 


ment of real righteousness or holiness. 

In view of the unequivocal teaching of the Word 
of God as to the hopeless enmity of the natural man 
against God, how clearly shines out the truth that, if 
we are ever to be pleasing to God, we must have 
God the Son, Jesus Christ, as our Saviour, our Life, 
and the Worker of our works. 
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-Constantinople—a Great Prize of the World War 
The newest be ttle for the oldest prize—the Crescent Capital 


By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 











HERE are only a few great 


mountain peaks in 
the long stretch of history from which the whole 


panorama of vaster movements of human 
society may be seen in their relationships. 

One of these summits has obtruded its head above 
the fog and turmoil of war in our own time. It is 
the crisis in the history of Constantinople. 

While millions of people in the contending na- 
tions have breathed the prayer, “On to Paris!” “On 
to Berlin!” “On to London!” a multitude greater 
than they all have been animated by a deep religious 
desire and ok expressed by the slogan, “On to 
Constantinople !” 4 ae ; 

With all the Slavic peoples this is a passion of 
piety, a goal of faith. What is the animating purpose 
of Russia in participating in the present war? An 
outlet on the sea? Secondarily, yes. Primarily, 
though, the goal of Russia’s desire, as written in her 


patient policy of statecraft and her awesome sense - 


of destiny, and written even more deeply in the 
dreaming hearts of priests and people, is the return 
of the cross to the dome of St. Sophia, the most 
beautiful church in the world, built by Justinian in 
538, and now a Moslem mosque. This, as Tolstoi 
records, has been the real objective of Russia in 
all her clashes with Turkey. Often she has been 
thwarted in her aim; but, as a Church-State, Russia 
has the patience of a glacier; and everybody in the 
Empire, from the Czar, whose greatest power is re- 
ligious, down to the most ignorant moujik, is certain 
that the mission of the Holy Orthodox Church is to 
restore the cross as a symbol of sovereignty above 
the great dome of the Church which is more sacred 
in Russian eyes than even the Kremlin in Moscow, 
even as Tsaragrad (the Russian name for Constanti- 


nople) is a holy city in Russian eyes. Now the hour. 


of destiny seems to have struck. 


Byzas, “the Son of Neptune” 

Before the significance of the three history-mak- 
oe which are my theme can be apprehended, a 
glimpse of the uniqueness of Constantinople as a city 
is necessary. To begin at the beginning, as all good 
stories should do, we must take hold of the thread 
of the romance of Constantinople, newly, as of old, 
a center of world interest and struggle, by recalling 
the figure of a certain old sailor-man named Byzas. 
He was such a good mariner that tradition calls 
him “the son of Neptune”; and credits him with be- 
ing the grandson of the ‘gods. ' 

He really was a flesh and blood man, however, and 
something of a statesman, as well as very much of a 
navigator ; for he had an eye for a strategic city site. 
His wanderings about “the Great Sea,” or Mediter- 
ranean, and the Euxine, or Black Sea, had shown him 
that a certain long nose of land, stretching out into 
the strait between the two seas, with a deep, land- 
locked harbor behind it, was an ideal situation for a 
settlement. Either for trade or for fighting its loca- 
tion was unequaled. 

With Byzas, to think was to act, and he straight- 
way founded a town on the point, giving it his own 
name. That was more than twenty-five hundred 
years ago—in 657 B. C., to be exact—and ever since 
then the old navigator’s name, immortalized in 
“Byzantium” and “Byzantine,” has been written large 
on the pages of history. His settlement has for all 
the ages since been the object of war and intrigue, 
and for more than a millennium it was the world’s 
capital. The latest battle for this oldest and choicest 
of prizes is merely the fulfilment of a destiny that is 
written in the location of Constantinople. 

The immediate occasion for the attack of the 
Allies upon Constantinople was the release of the 
stores of Russian wheat; Byzas cited the control of 
the Euxine ‘grain trade as one of the reasons for 
founding the city.‘ So history ‘repeats itself. The 
beauty and security of the site were other consid- 
erations. That four-mile-long inlet,—shaped like a 

. bullock’s horn, and deep enough to permit sea-going 
vessels to dock along its shores,—which lies between 
the peninsula on which old Byzantium was built and 
the mainland of Europe, so teemed with fish that the 


- wealth of the fishing industry won for it the title of 


“the golden horn”; a name that was still further 
merited when the rich argosies of the world made 
this favored spot a harbor. 

The name of the founder has always lingered about 
this world capital—which is surely glory enough for 
one sailor, even if his grandparents were gods. 
Nearly nine centuries after Byzas’ day there appeared 
another personality who imposed his name upon the 
place, so that to-day, despite the fact that the Turks 
call it otherwise, the city bears the name of Con- 
stantine the Great. 

To know the history of ‘Constantinople from the 


- coins. 


by Dr. William T. Ellis, the eminent journalist 
and author and world traveler. 

These articles form the conclusion of Dr. 
Ellis’. notable series on “Behind War’s Screen © 
in the Holy Land.” 


This article is copyrighted, and must not 
be reprinted without the autho:’s permission 








days of Byzas until now is to understand the main 
course of humarr progress. All the tnajor currents 
of life have flowed through or around this gate city 
which stands between two continents and two seas. 
If the shade of old Byzas could have remained senti- 
nel on the hill of Galata, across the horn, where now 
looms the fire tower, ruin of an ancient citadel, he 
would have seen a panorama of human history un- 
rolled before his eyes. Like a moving picture he 
would have. beheld his settlement besi¢ged by—con 
well this tabloid of history !—Medes, Persians, Spar- 
tans, Athenians, Macedonians (the Ten Thousand 
would have pillaged it but for the eloquence of 
Xenophon), Lacedzemonians, Scythians, Goths, Rom- 
ans, Venetians, Arabs, Turks, Crusaders, Russians, 
French, and British. 

It was a visit to Abdul Hamid in Constantinople in 
1889 that fired the imagination of the German 
Kaiser, and led him to lay his vast plans to the 
Eastward, which have resulted in the alliance of 
Turkey and Germany. 

Thirty-two times since Constantine’s day has the 
city been besieged, but only thrice captured, the vic- 
tors being Constantine, the Latin Crusader, in 1204, 
and tHe Turks in 1453. More than once the two 
gfeater conquerors, fire and plague, have devastated 
the city. 

Many strange links of the past with the present 
would the immortal Byzas recall. Thus, a flash of 
light rendered the siege of Philip of Macedon futile. 
The inhabitants of Byzantium attributed this to the 
miraculous interposition of the torch-bearing goddess 
Hecate, and her crescent was stamped on the city’s 
Later the sons of Othman adopted the cres- 
cent, which for nearly four hundred years has been 
the emblem which they have flown over the city. 


A German Against the Conquering Turk 


If the shade of Byzas has a fanciful imagination 
he will recall various interesting coincidences. 
Servia, where the match that has set the world afire 
was lighted, was the birthplace of Constantine the 
Great, and (as if to justify Britain’s present par- 
ticipation in the siege!) he was acclaimed emperor 
at York, England, by the troops of his father, the 
Roman general. As Germans have directed the latest 
defense of Constantinople, so it was a German, 
Johann Grant, who was chief engineer and artillery- 
man behind the walls of the city when it fell before 
Mohammed the Conqueror in 1453. 

Should he have a fancy for names and analogies, 
the shade of Byzas would note that it was Constan- 
tine the First who won the city as the capital of the 
Roman Empire, and Constantine the Thirteenth who, 
more than a thousand years fater, lost it to the Mos- 
lems. So it was the young and ardent Mohammed 
the Second who subdued the city in 1453 and the old 
and jaded and powerless Mohammed the Fifth, who, 
although almost in mockery, given by the Turkish 
Parliament the title, “Mohammed the Victorious,” 
sits an impotent figure in Constantinople to-day. 

Hundreds of books, ancient and modern, have. been 
written upon the varied aspects of Constantinople; 








but the essential knowledge of the peerless city is all 
bound up in the implications of the three great’ days, 
which are the apexes of its ever romantic history. 

First of the three greatest days in the varied his- 
tory of the city which stands at the crossroads of 
earth, and is to this day the most cosmopolitan spot 
in the world, was that which marked the formal en- 
try of Constantine the Great into his new capital, 

ay II, 330. 

o think of Constantine is to recall the cross, and 
the ‘familiar “Jn hoc signo vinces,” which —- 
to him by a vision or a dream, in letters of fire in 
the sky, when he was marching to Rome to defend 
his title as Emperor of the West. The legend which 
Constantine saw in the sky was doubtless in Greek 
and not in Latin, say the authorities. On this eleventh 
day of May his vision of earlier years having been 
fulfilled, we find the proud inheritor of the mantle 
and scepter and glory of the divine Czsars holdin 
aloft a crucifix, walking afoot, about the walls o 
the “New Rome” which he himself had decreed on 
the seven hills of Byzantium. 

The romance of Constantine’s espousal of Chris- 
tianity, which at once lifted the followers of Jesus 
from the position of a despised and persecuted sect 
into a place of ever-growing world power, is height- 
ened by the background.. The religion of pagan 
Rome is woven into the very texture of its history. 
And under Diocletian, the immediate predecessor of 
Constantine, whose capital had been at Nicomedia, 
in Asia, a few,miles east of Byzantium, the Chris- 
tians had been sorely persecuted. Ever since Andrew 
had carried the Good News to Byzantium, as 
the Greek Church contends, or since it had spread 
from Paul’s labors in near-by Asia Minor, the 
steadily-increasing company of Christians had known 
alternate peace and persecution. Rome represented 
to them the Babylon of the Apocalypse. Suddenly, 
and by one dazzling decree, these lowly Christians 
found their faith exalted to the very throne of 
Babylon. 


Constantine Not a Model Saint 


Politics and prudence may have had more to do 
with Constantine’s act than piety; for he never was 
a model saint, and did not receive the sacraments 
until near his death. Nevertheless, the deeu was 
done. The Roman Empire remained, despite Julian’s 
apostasy, a Christian state. When barbarism over- 
ran it in the West it was not the imperial, but the 
ecclesiastical, power that saved the city by the ‘Tiber. 
And Constantine’s act preserved the Roman Empire 
for a thousand years after the fall of Rome itself. 
His city withstood Asiatic barbarism; and it con- 
served the culture of Greece and Rome, through long 
and turbulent cénturies, constituting a treasure house 
of faith and learning and art, when all the rest of 
the world seemed to be going to ruin. 

To his new capital, in the characteristic fashion of 
Roman conquerors, Constantine had taken the treas- 
ures of classical achievement—what is called looting 
on the part of a private soldier is deemed conser- 
vation of art when a world conqueror indulges in 
it—and New Rome was adorned with the uttermost 
beauty of marble and bronze. Incredible as it may 
seem, some vestiges of these ancient trophies still 
survive in the present city of Constantinople; the 
triple bronze serpents from the temple of Delphi, the 
Egyptian obelisk; and the core of a peerless column 
which once bore a golden statue of Apollo, b 
Phidias. Now it is prosaically called “the burnt pil- 
lar,” but beneath it is still believed to be buried the 
sacred Palladium of Rome. The Hippodrome of 
Constantine is still a place of exercise for the horses 
of the military. 

Old Constantine was-a personality. Not only was 
the best blood and finest culture and greatest wealth 
and foremost commerce of the empire attracted to 
his capital, but he himself figured largely in the 
ecclesiastical affairs of the time. His was the age of 
the Church “Fathers.” Theology and ecclesiasticism 
commanded the allegiance of many brilliant minds. 
Most modern religious writing seems jejune along- 
side of the vigorous productions of these leaders who 
are still shaping the creeds of Christendom. They 
were as sure of what they believed as Billy Sunday. 
And it was not long ere the State Church became a 
Church State, with all the difficulties of churchly 
dissensions. 


Dr. Ellis’ next article will discuss Constantinople as 
the Christian capital of the whole world; her second 
fateful day, when the great Roman Empire collapsed 
completely and the Crescent replaced the Cross; and 
finally what it will mean to Christians and to Jews, to 
Armenians and to the nations of the world, when Con- 
stantinople’s third fateful day dawns. 
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Christmas in the Belgian Trenches 
By Edith Fox Norton (Mrs. Ralph C.) 





will it bring? To the children and grown-ups 

of America, it will mean happy family reunions 
around a well-laden Christmas tree; it will mean 
comfort, well-being, good cheer, in the shelter of 
happy homes. To the little Belgian soldier this third 
Christmas of the war will mean weariness of soul 
and body, heart-breaking loneliness, an ache of heart 
hardly to be borne as he thinks of his family sep- 


Cri rin: tide for the Belgian soldier: what 


arated from him by an impassable barrier, those loved - 


ones from whom he has heard no word since the out- 
break of the war. 

Can you not see him, sturdily marching away to 
the frozen mud of the trenches, on Christmas morn- 
ing, over shell-pitted roads, bearing on his back the 
heavy pack which for so many weary months of war 
he has carried, for so many hundred of times, to the 
same trenches of misery and death? And when he 
has entered that self-same trench, on the bright 
Christmas morning which you in America will be so 
joyously celebrating, he will accept and eat his same 
rations of sour French bread and potatoes and weak 
coffee,—if indeed he is able to swallow anything for 
the lump in his throat. For how differently they used 
to celebrate in the old days in Belgium! And then 
he will think and wonder for the millionth time if 
they are.alive, his loved ones, if they are suffering,— 
if perchance they think him dead. 

And then he will take out of his pocket the Gospel 
or Testament sent him by American friends, and as 
he reads that the Lord Jesus too suffered and had no 
place to lay his head, he will do as many have done,— 
write us, “Oh, I must have lost my reason but for 
the precious Book you have sent me.” 


' But we want to make this Christmas a different one 
for the little Belgian soldier. We want every soldier, 
whether in his trenches along the banks of the Yser, 
or in the internment camps of Holland, or the prison 
camps of Germany, or in hospitals back of the lines— 
to receive a Christmas box from American friends, 
from Christian friends, who are also friends of 
Jesus, and who want to share of their bounty with 
this child of His, the little Belgian soldier. For his 
own family can do nothing for him; they cannot 
even communicate with him; British and French 
friends have their own armies to care for, and but 
for an occasional gift to individual soldiers, and a 
little remembrance from their beloved, self-sacrific- 
ing King and Queen, the Belgian soldier will be 
passed by on Christmas day. 

We want every Belgian soldier to have a Christ- 
mas box. It will be crammed with “goodies,”—sub- 
stantial ones: milk chocolate, a bit of Christmas cake, 
beef cubes for making bouillon, cocoa cubes for mak- 
ing cocoa in the trenches, a can of condensed milk, 
perhaps a pound of butter (their most desired lux- 
ury). Each box will cost about one doliar, and the 
order will be placed with a London firm for just as 
many of these boxes as money comes in, between 
now and Christmas, to supply. Some way we are be- 
lieving God will send the whole amount, so that no 
little Belgian soldier will be left out. For that we 
must count upon $200,000. 

The best part will be that in every box will also 
be placed a copy of a French and Flemish Gospel, 
with a card of the League, “La Ligue des Saintes 
Ecritures,” which Peter started and to which now 
several thousand Belgian soldiers belong. 


I wonder if Sunday School Times readers know 
that there are fully thirty thousand Belgian soldiers 
interned in Holland; they were caught there, fleeing 
from Antwerp, and interned. The government of 
Holland has done its best by them, but theirs is a 
lonely and unfortunate existence. They live on army 
rations, as do their comrades at the front, and sub- 
sist on the meager army pay, five cents a day. Wit 
nothing to occupy their minds, they must, as one 
said to us in his letter, “have gone mad, had I not 
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but oh, what a 
change in me since that day!” 

A real revival has started amongst these men, and, 
hearing of us, they have written for large numbers of 
Testaments and Gospels, and are working energeti- 
cally for “Peter’s League. We send them sometimes 
a thousand Gospels at a time, and we have no firmer 
friends, nor has our blessed Saviour, than some of 
these men. Their letters are just full of praise and 
love to Him, and in looking down a page of one of 
their letters, it just seems as though every word was 
His blessed Name. What joy a Christmas box would 
bring to these—they would take it as His gift, and 
thank and praise Him. All Belgium loves America, 
and the Queen of the Belgians herself said to me, 
“The King loves Americans and America.” We want 





the Belgian soldier to say, “We, too, love America, 
for she has given us to know about Jesus.” 


The Belgian soldiers interned in prison camps in 
Germany suffer cruelly. The prisoners of other na- 
tions have their loved ones to send them food and 
comforts, but he has none. The German govern- 
ment does what it can for them, but prisoners in all 
countries are the last of all people to’ be considered, 
and‘ so he must suffer want in silence. Think of 
the blessed cheer such a box would bring to these 
unhappy ones. And think of the opportunity for 
reaching each of these thousands of soldiers with 
the blessed message of the Gospel. Whether or not 
the war is finished by Christmas time, these soldiers 
will be at the front for months yet, and this fs our 
opportunity to send them our greetings of Christ- 
mas tide, in the name of Him who said, “Whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup 
of oF water ... he shall in no wise lose his re- 
ward.” 


Sunday School Times readers have loyally helped 
us throughout the past year in giving Testaments and 
Gospels to the soldiers, and for the coming year we 
besneak your continued aid. In addition to the 
Christmas boxes we shall continue as in the past 
year, but in an extended way, to. provide for individ- 
ual soldiers other comforts in clothing, etc., also as 
before in providing congés, or furloughs, for the 
soldiers. 

It was through a boy writing us over a year ago,— 
a boy we had never seen, but who at the front had 
heard of “our good heart for the Belgian soldier,” as 
he expressed it,—writing and asking for a gift of 
puttees, that after sending the gift we were enabled 
to win him for Christ and to service for the Master. 
Now he and another are holding meetings in the 











MA DECLARATION DE FOI. 





Ayant la ferme conviction que jé suis 
pécheur et que Jesus Christ est mort pour 
moi, j’accepte des 4 présent Jesus comme 
mon Sauveur et, avec son aide, je prends 
la résolution de confesser son nom devant 
les hommes. Rom. 10. 9:10. 


Signé : 


Domicile : : 


aa 





Si vous désirez quelque conscils de plus -en la 
matiére, adressez vous 4 Ratpn G. Norton. c/o Scrip 
ture Gift Mission, 15, Strand, London, W.C. 











Two cents from some Sunday School Times reader paid 
for the Gospel from which this back page was torn. It 
is a declaration of the acceptance of Christ as Saviour. 
This soldier, Jacques Roovers, after signing it, tore off 
the page and mailed it to Mr. Norton. 


But this is only the beginning of the story. 
derful sequel Mrs. Norton tells on this page. 
that the end. 


The most remarkable of all the experiences of the young 
American couple who are representing The Sunday 
School Times in soul-winning among the soldiers, oc- 
curred during the weeks they were at the war front last 
spring. A glimpse of this was given in the editorial in 
last week’s issue on ‘‘ The Heart of the Belgian Soldier,” 
and Mrs. Norton’s next series of articles will tell the 
whole marvelous story of God’s leading. 


Its won- 
Nor is 
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trenches, and Christ has no more loyal representa- 
tive at the front than he. 

It was René who wrote us asking us to procure a 
coengé for him, which we did, and when he came we 
entertained him, and had the joy of later leading him 
to the acceptance of the Lord Jesus. To-day René 
has won hundreds of his fellow-soldiers to the Lord, 
and distributed personally hundreds of Testaments 
and Gospels. We think these kindnesses pay, when 
they have for their objective the winning of the men 
to Christ, and wonderful has been the reward of 
our efforts in their behalf. 

For $3.50 a week we can entertain a Belgian soldier 
during his congé in London, and many friends are 
co-operating with us in entertaining these men. “Put 
me down for five congés,” one bright, consecrated 
working girl said to us. She will never know until 
Heaven, whether this may mean five souls brought 
into the Kingdom,—and through them, how many? 

“I am sending you fifteen cents,” a mother writes, 
“that has lain in my little girl’s ‘pocketbook for all 
the weary months since she went away to be with 
Jesus. I want you to use it in buying a Testament 
for some Belgian soldier. It is the one place where 
I should like to see it used.” 


One such little Gospel fell into the hands of a 
Belgian soldier, Jacques Roovers. At the back of 
the little Gospel was a declaration of faith, for the 
man to sign, if he desired to accept Christ. Just 
beneath was our name and address in London. This 
soldier did a singular thing; he signed his name, 
tore ‘off the back cover of the Gospel and sent it to 
us. In his letter he said, “I used occasionally to visit 
a Protestant service in Brussels where I heard the 
truth, but never accepted it. But when I received 
your Gospel, it gave me the opportunity that I have 
ever since been longing for, to declare my acceptance 
of Jesus Christ.” The back cover that he signed and 
sent in is reproduced on this page. 

Not long after we had another letter froni a man 
who signed himself Maurice Roovers. In it he said, 
“T have just had the occasion to-visit another part 
of the line, where was my cousin, Jacques Roovers. 
You cannot believe the change I find in him, for I 
knew him before the war. Upon my inquiring as to 
this great change, he gladly tells me that he has found 
a new life since reading the little Gospel -you-sent him. 
I have been an infidel since long, but my heart is 
heavy and I write to you to tell me, too, the way. . .” 
‘We are baiting our line with love, ‘kindly attentions, 
oving. provisions for their needs. . Will. Sunday 
School. Times readers help us in this work?... Will 
you help us to give the Belgian soldier a “Merry 
Christmas” ? 


Lonpon, Enc. 


Contributions for Christmas boxes at $1 each, or for 

congés at $3.50, or for Scriptures, may be sent to Charles 

G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 

Mr. Trumbull will also gladly receive pledges, payable 

as desired, for the advance work for next year, which 

this article suggests and which was described in the 
editorial in last week’s issue. 





Snatched from Death 
in the Caucasus 
( By the Rev. Clarence D. Ussher, M.D. 





Probably no one—whether missionary or an ordinary 
mortal —has had more thrilling and terrible experiences in 
the world war than Dr. Ussher of Van, and come out of 
them with life. Dr. Ussher was in the very heart of tho 
Armenian atrocities and saw every phase of the terrible 
proceeding’, sharing in the suffering of them. It all occurred 
a number of months ago, but it is a ttory that will not soon 
be lost from missionary annals. It will be told by Dr. Ussher 
in early issues of The Sunday School Times. 

One brief chapter is lifted out of his narrative and pub- 
lished here because it sets the Spirit’s seal upon the fact that 
the God of Paul on the island of Malta (the subject of the 
current Sunday-school lesson) is the some God of the mis- 
sionary to-day, and that he is willing to work exactly the 
same miracles. 


HEN we escaped from Van in the spring of 
Wis year, all but dead from the dread typhus 

fever I was carried in the only horse litter 
the caravan boasted. Pneumonia followed typhus, 
and parotid abscess succeeded that. When our jour- 
ney out of the ravaged city began, I had fallen off 
from 186 pounds to 95. 

On our perilous trip through the Turkish lines to 
the southern part of Russia we came to a spring that 
was poisoned with the bacillus of dysentery. Forty 
thousand people were said to have died of dysentery as 
a result of this. I and other missionaries were infected. 

In the old Turkish custom house at the foot of 
Mt. Ararat we found a Red Cross hospital, and the 
student who was acting as surgeon owe on my 
parotid abscess as best lie could. At Igdir I was 


taken to the officets’ hospital and weltad with every 
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LESSON FOR NOV. § (Acts 27 : 38 to 28 : 10) 


courtesy, and I shall never cease to be grateful for 
the kindness of the Russian doctor and his lovely 
wife, who ‘spoke French and interpreted for me. 
After the agony I had suffered at the hands of the 
surgeon on Ararat, his gentle touch and sympathy 
were greatly appreciated. I regret having lost their 


names. 

Only military telegrams could go through, so the 
doctor very kindly telegraphed the ican 
Mr. Willoughby Smith, in Tiflis, to secure me a 
and the best surgical attention in Tiflis. . 

When I arrived in the-military ambulance train, I 
found an automobile awaiting me and was taken at 
once to the city hospital, where I had the best of 
care. In spite of the efforts of several persone, 
my fever and dysentery continued, and I suffered 
agony twenty times a day. I was unable to take 
nourishment for four days and was a mere skeleton, 
spanning my biceps with my thumb and forefinger, 
and the calf of my leg with thumb and second finger. 

The doctors became discouraged at the lack of re- 
sults from their remedies, and told the nurses they 
need not insist on my taking them if they distressed 
me, as I was too far gone to be helped. They had 
told my sister that I might die at any day and she 
would better be prepared -for it. 4 , 

My pocket Bible (American Revised Version) was 
one of the five things we had saved. At my request 
it was brought to me, and before opening it, I prayed 
that God would guide me to the message he wished 
me to have. Almost too weak to lift the little book, 
I let it fall open on my chest and putting my finger 
on it turned it up to see the message. I found I had 
put my finger on the eighth verse of the twenty- 
eighth chapter of Acts, and read: “And it was so, 
that the father of F ablius lay sick of a fever and 
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dysentery: unto whom Paul entered in, and prayed, 


and laying his hands on him healed him.” : 

I did not’ know that the word “dysentery” was in 
the Eng’’.h translation of the Scriptures. I said to 
myself, “What does this mean? I asked God to 
guide me to the message he wanted me to have and 
must believe that he has done so.” Did it mean that 
he wanted me to claim my healing from him? I re- 
plied, “Lord, I can’t; I am too weak; I haven’t faith 
to lay hold. bik 

The answer came to me as clearly and distinctly 
as if some one , “It is not your faith, but the 
faith of Jesus Christ.” Like a flash came the picture 
of the seminary room when I was studying Greek 
under Professor William Max Miiller, and came 
upon that phrase, “The faith of Jesus Christ,” which 
Professor Miiller said could only be translated that 
way. I did not remember whether it was Romans 
3:22, or Galatians 2:20 (I think the thought occurs 
in both), but it was so clear to me that I replied, 
“Then Lord Jesus, thou must do it all. The faith 
must be thine, and the works thine. I can do noth- 
ing. I leave it to thee.” ; 

A few minutes later a severe spasm of pain made 
me want to call the nurse; but I said to myself, “You 
said you would leave it to Jesus. Why don’t you?” 
I didn’t call the nurse. Nor did I need another dose 
of medicine. 

From that hour I was healed. Appetite returned, 
and I regained seventy-eight - ounds in a strange land 
among a people of strange tongue. God knew all 


about an individual and spoke to him in the twentieth 
century. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and forever, wrought as he did on the shores of 
Galilee, and fulfilled his promise, “Lo, I am with you 
all the days even unto the end of the age.” 





When our school found something better 
than-its Christmas “ entertainment ” 


pean 


By Edmund F. Arras 





Street Presbyterian Church, of Columbus, Ohio, 
decided, some six weeks before Christmas, to 
change from the customary Christmas entertainment 
to the Christmas service, called the White Gifts for 
the King. . 

The first thought was about the children, how 
would they like to change from receiving a small 
box of candy, to bringing a “Gift for the King.” 

We then thought of the adults, for comparatively 
few had attended the Christmas entertainment in the 
past, feeling that such entertainments were intended 
for the children. 

Acting upon the various suggestions we planned 
Christmas parties for the Friday before Christmas, 
entertaining the Juniors and Intermediates during the 
afternoon, and the Seniors and Adults during the 
evening. On Saturday afternoon the Primary De- 
partment was entertained with a party. These 
parties were enjoyed as the most pleasant social 
affairs of any Christmas season in the history of 
the school. 

After the parties undivided attention centered 
upon the Christmas service, which was all planned 
and ready for the next Tuesday evening, through 
the splendid work of the following nine committees, 
which were composed of a chairman, selected by the 
General Christmas Committee, and committeemen 
elected by each class in the Intermediate, Senior and 
Adult Departments, and assigned by the General 
Committee to the most suitable committees: 


General Committee 
Committee on Ushers 


[: WAS ‘not without some doubt that the Broad 


Committee on Decorations 
Committee on Program 
Committee on Music Committee on Finance 
Committee on Clothing Committee on Food 
Committee on Missions and Charity 


The Committee on Decorations had carefully 
planned the electrical and decorative effects. 

The Committee on Ushers planned to seat classes 
and departments together, and divided the seats with 
white tape and numbers designating the classes. 

The Committee on Program planned for a service 
that would not only be impressive, but would give a 
spiritual uplift, and have 2 lasting influence. 

The Music Committee arranged for the regular 
church quartet a special orchestra, the chimes, and 
the regular music leader of the Sunday-school. 

The Committee on Finance had nothing to do until 
the evening of the service, when it took charge of 
the large class envelopes, containing the smaller en- 
velopes of each scholar, and prepared a summary, 
which was read at the close of the service. The 
members then counted and balanced the money and 
pledges the same night. Since that time the Chair- 
man has been paying out (by check only) such sums 
as ordered by the Geueral Committee or directed by 
the wish of the donors. 


ae 


The Committees on Clothing, Food; and Missions 
and Charity, were busy long before the service in 
looking after the many needy families connected with 
the mission chapel, which is supported by our 
church and which is located in a very poor section of 
the city. Our gifts, however, were not confined to 
this worthy mission, but were carefully and judi- 
ciously dispensed by these committees to other needy 
families and worthy charities. 

The service was advertised by five neatly painted 
cards, hung about the Sunday-school room with 
white ribbon bows. Three cards explained, in a few 
words, what constituted gifts of Self, Service, and 
Substance; another card announced the date of the 
service; and the fifth card indicated the relative im- 
portance of the three classes of gifts. 

The superintendent and his assistant, who was 
also chairman of the General Committee, gave short 
talks to the school during the opening services on 
Sunda¥s preceding the Christmas Service, explain- 
ing the purpose of the service, and emphasizing the 
fact that each gift was to be made to “Our King 
and Saviour,” and by him to be given through the 
church to the needy. 

Three weeks before Christmas the White Gift 
legend and the service was impressively told to the 
Sunday-school by the one who arranged and pre- 





White Gifts for Your School? 


Increasing numbers of -Sunday-schools are becom- 
ing happily acquainted with the “‘ crowning Christ- 
mas service of the ages’’—the service that culminates 
in the threefold white gifts of Self, Service, Substance. 


The whole plan is made clear in a sample package 
of supplies that may be ordered from The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, at 35 cents. It con- 
sists of Mrs. Curtiss’ wonderful little book, ‘‘ White 
Gifts for the King,’’ in paper binding ; one each of 
two 16-page services with music, responsive readings, 
recitations, and general directions; a 16-page pageant, 
new this year; a booklet of suggestions ; pledge en- 
velopes, blanks, and explanatory leaflets. If the 
book is desired in cloth binding instead of paper, the 
outfit will be furnished for 50 cents. It is not a day 
too soon to write for these samples. 


Europe’s black Christmas gives added impetus to 
the growth of a giving Christmas. Never since the 
world began have there been such calls for Substance 
gifts as there are this Christmas. Read Mrs. Nor- 
ton’s article on the facing page; although the White 
Gift money will not be available till after Christmas, 
these supplies and Gospels will go to the soldiers 
right through the year. 
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red this beautiful service, Mrs. Phebe A. Curtiss, 

lementary and Home Department Superintendent 
of the Ohio Sunday School Association. 

In addition to this advertising in the school, a 
list of fifty-seven suggestions of gifts of Self, Ser- 
vice, and Substance was printed and distributed in 
the church and school. Announcements were made 
from the pulpit and in the church bulletin. 

As a result the service was attended by many more 
adults and children than ever before, and children 
as well as adults agreed that the service was the most 
pleasing, uplifting, and satisfactory in our history. 

Previous Christmas entertainments had been held 
in the chapel, but anticipating a large attendance, this 
service was held in the auditorium. A more — 
place in which to celebrate a White Christmas cou 
not be found. There is a chasteness about it, which 
gives it a dignity all its own, and it lends itself to 
an occasion of this kind in a wonderful way. 4 

The concealed lights made it possible to give just 
the soft twilight effect desired, as the company quietly 
gathered and listened devoutly to the chimes as they 
rang out the old Christmas hymns. As the pro- 
cessional was started, the light increased and dis- 
closed the beautiful decorations. 

- The d recess, which forms the organ loft, was 
veiled with a lacework of southern smilax, in the 
midst of which was a large star. The high pulpit 
platform was artistically draped with white, and at 
either end was a Christmas tree festooned with 


white ribbons, to which were attached the pledge 


envelopes. In the center stood a white cross outlined 
with smilax in which were hidden electric lights. 

At the words, “When they saw the star, they re- 
joiced with exceeding great joy,” in the responsive 
reading, the star became a blaze of light. It was 
covered with tiny electric bulbs; and when the gifts 
were laid at the foot of the cross, the lights around 
it shone out. 

The Rev. L. B. Bradrick, Assistant Pastor and 
Superintendent of the Sunday-school, presided. 

A fine quartet rendered carefully selected music 
and led the congregation in the singing of appropri- 
ate hymns. There were responsive Scripture read- 
ings, some by the whole congregation, some by dif- 
ferent departments of the school, and all were suited 
to the occasion. 

Early in the program the Christmas story was told 
by Mrs. Phebe A. Curtiss, of the Ohio Sunday 
School Association. She told the story of the birth 
of Christ in simple fashion, and in the word picture 
took her hearers back to the wonderful night-scene , 
in Bethlehem. ‘ The visit of the Wise Men led very 
naturally to a history of the “White~ Gift” move- 
ment, which has done so much to help the schools of 
our land to introduce more of the Christ spirit into 
our Christmas festival. She outlined it all, from the 
time when Mrs. W. B. Winters (now of Alliance, 
Ohio) read the little Legend of Cathay, which sug- 
gested the plan worked out ten years ago by the 
Methodist school of Painesville (of which church 
Mr. Winters was at one time pastor) and now used 
by hundreds of schools all over our land. 

All of this climaxed in the presentation of gifts, 
and marvelous indeed were these gifts. Each class 
reported its gift of substance, and the gifts of ser- 
vice and self were in sealed envelopes, intended for 
the pastor and superintendent. 

The gifts of substance consisted of $443.49 in 
money, and food, clothing, etc., valued at $150. 
These latter gifts were all carefully wrapped in 
white, and some of them were given in unique 
fashion. The Primary Department used a small 
sleigh. It was covered and wound with white and 
looked very attractive, filled to its capacity with 
mysterious white packages. 

One class of young men came forward carrying a 
White Sewing Machine, which was their gift, de- 
signed for use in the sewing-school of the mission. 
Another class of young men gave thirty-two sacks of 
“White” flour. 

At the close Dr. S. S. Palmer, in a few well-chosen 
words, gave a.summary of the gifts of service. There 
were 228 of these, and the impulse these pledges 
will give to the spiritual life of the school cannot be 
estimated. 


125 pledged to attend services more faithfully. 

118 pledged to try to get others to attend. 

160 will try to be at Sunday-school on time. 

95 will be more attentive in class. 

27 will try to lead one or more to accept Christ 
this year. 

82 will respond to any reasonable request of the 
pastor to render service. 

95 will pray daily for the pastor and the work of 
the church. 

130 will study the lesson each week. 


These are just a few of the pledges made; and 
every one of the fifty-seven suggestions was ac- 
cepted by one or more persons. 

But the most blessed part of it all is that fifteen 
members of the school gave themselves as their 
White Gift to the King, and will unite with the 
church at the next communion. 

Co_umsus, Ou10, 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 5. SHIPWRECKED ON MELITA (MALTA) 


Acts 27 : 38 to 28: 10. ‘Commit verses 42-44 
Golden Text: Jehovah redeemeth the soul of his servants; and none of them that take refuge in him shall be condemned.—Psalm 34 : 22 





The Lesson Pilot 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


NE day last January, according to a newspaper 
despatch, four persons in a city in New York 
State were shot noiselessly by a silent gunman. 
Some new and silent explosive was used, it was said, 
of very much greater propelling power than powder, 
—three times as great; the bullet was very small; 
and there was no noise in the explosion louder than 
a slight hiss. It was reported that one of the victims 
had little chance to recover; he heard nothing when 
he was shot, and felt only a slight twinge of pain. 
Noiseless injury of this deadly sort is devilishly 
subtle, :isit:not? ): But how strikingly it reminds one 
of the way'in which Satan works whenever he can. 
He never likes to let people know that it is he at 
work. He prefers to keep himself out of the way 
as he uses agencies that will prevent his even being 
suspected. It may well have been Satan. who made 
three desperate attempts upon the life of one whom 
he hated, the apostle Paul, after Paul’s ship had 
sailed from Fair Havens. First the storm; second, 
the sailors’ purpose to kill the prisoners (27: 42); 
third, the venomous serpent (28:3). In none of 
these attacks does Satan appear; but in all of them 
he may well have been the one at work. 


Our Background Material 


In the book, “Studies in the Book of - Acts,”! 
arranged by Miss Grace Saxe, and used in the Bible 
study work of the Billy Sunday campaigns, a simple, 
definite plan for mastering,each chapter of Acts is 
suggested, and may be profitably used, by the class 
for chapter 27 as concluded in this week’s lesson. 
After careful, prayerful reading of the chapter, one 
is asked to write out answers to the following ques- 
tions: 1. Principal subject. ...2. Leading _ lesson. 
3. Best verse.’ '4. Principal persons. | 5. Teaching 
concerning Christ. 

“For daily growth, answer and act upon the fol- 
lowing: Is there in this chapter any: 1. Example 
to follow. 2. Error to avoid. 3. Duty to perform. 
4. Promise to claim. 5. Prayer to echo.” 

Let the class bring out these points, or, assign them 
to each member of the class in-advance, letting them 
bring their answers in writing. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, arc to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Why had the cargo of wheat (v. 38) not been 
thrown out long ago, when the freight and tackling 
of the ship were cast out? (vs. 18, 19.) Let the class 
discuss this; then give the fact brought out by 
Dr. Mackie (1). And why should they not have 
held on to the cargo of wheat, since God had prom- 
ised them safety anyway? Let the class discuss this; 
then bring out the point made by Mrs. Baldwin (1). 

See how much the class knows about the island of 
Malta,—it is a strategic place in the Mediterranean 
te-day for its possessors, the British. Interesting in- 
formation ‘is given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3). 

See that the class understands the details of 
handling the ship that are so clearly stated by Luke 
(vs. 39, 40), and as explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 2); a somewhat different explanation of “loos- 
ing the bands of the rudders” is given by Dr. 
Mackie (2). , 

A glimpse of the “certain bay with a beach,” as the 
writer of this Lesson Pilot saw it for himself a 
dozen vears ago, and of that “place where two seas 
met,” is given on page 625; it may help to make the 
lesson scene vivid if some of this is read aloud in 
class. Dr. Mackie (3) describes how and where the 
two seas break. 

When the vessel grounded, and then began to go 
to pieces after being brought almost to a place of 
safety, don’t you suppose that the sailors and sol- 
diers began to think again that this prisoner’s notion 
of divinely assured safety was all nonsense ?—the 
fates were against them, and there was no escaping 
the facts! Perhaps this had something to do with 
the soldiers’ bitter advice to kill the prisoners (v. 42). 
Was such advice justified, from the Roman stand- 
point? 

Do you think Paul was frightened if he learned 
the soldiers were counseling the death of all the 
prisoners ? 





'This book may be ordered from The Sunday School Times 
Company, for 18 cents, postage paid. It can be used by any 
class or teacher with admirable results to review the entire 
year’s studies in Acts. 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
cts 27 : 38-44] 

38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the 
ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 39 And when 
it was day, they knew not the land: but they perceived 
a certain bay with a beach, and they took counsel whether 
they could ! drive the ship upon it. 40 And casting off the 
anchors, they left them in the sea, at the same time loos- 


ing the bands of the rudders; and hoisting up the foresail - 


to the wind, they made for the beach. 41: But lighting 
upon a place where two seas met, they ran the vessel 
aground; and the foreship struck and remained unmovable, 
but the stern began to break up by the violence of the 
waves. 42 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the pris- 
oners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape. 43 
But the centurion, desiring to save Paul, stayed them from 
their purpose; and commanded that they who could swim 
should cast themselves overboard, and get first to the 
land; 44 and the rest, some on planks, and some on other 
things from the ship. And so it came to pass, that they 
all escaped safe to the land. 

. Some ‘ancient authorities read~bring the ship safe to 

shore. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas. Nelson & Sons 
Me 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to paragraphs in other les- 
son-articles in this issue, indicated by bold- 
face figures.) 

Verse 38.—Was the ship carrying a cargo of wheat? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 1; Mackie, 1.) 

Verse 40.—What were “the bands of the rudders?” 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 2; Mackie, 2.) 

Acts 28: 1.—Where was Melita? (Griffith Thomas, 
II, 3; Lesson Scenes. ) 


Verse 2.—Who were “the barbarians” who dwelt 
there? (Griffith Thomas, II, 3.) 

Verse 6.—What gods probably were worshipped in 
the island? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 9.—Is it probable that Luke acted as a’ physi- 
cian, or did Paul and the disciples always look to the 
Lord for healing? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 








No; Paul was trusting God, and so Paul could not 
be afraid. How it is always a case of “All Safe” in 
God’s hands is shown with vivid clearness by Mr. 
Howard’s “From the Platform.” Paul’s freedom 
from fear throughout this entire voyage and ad- 
venture is well illustrated from the submarine, by 
Mrs. Baldwin (2). The way in which God takes 
care of us is beautifull, illustrated in three Round 
Table Illustrations (1, 2, 3). If a man is trusting 
God, when does he give up? is a question asked in 
Pucker’s class, and answered (Rogers, 1). 

And now they were all at the mercy of the “bar- 
barians” on the island of Malta. Interesting facts 
as to these people’s religious beliefs and superstitions 
are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 

Again there comes an attack upon Paul’s life; 
again Paul is delivered, and supernaturally (vs. 3-6). 
See if the class can say what promise of our Lord 
(Mark 16:17, 18) was fulfilled, to Paul, in 28: 3-9. 

Be sure to allow time, in your class session, to read 
aloud, before closing the lesson, Dr. Ussher’s won- 
derful story of his miraculous experience, since the 
present war started, in connection with one of the 
verses of this lesson. It is given on page 620. 

If the question of Divine healing comes up in class, 
as it is pretty sure to,—what is the teaching of the 
Bible as to God’s direct healing of disease to-day in 
answer to prayer,—are you intelligently posted? 
Have you studied the Scriptures for yourself on this 
subject? Do you know how to meet, with the Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God, the attacks that 
Christian Science is making against true Christianity 
in this very matter of Divine healing? There are two 
little books worth studying, whether one accepts their 
conclusions or not. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


Nothing can stand before the power of God when 
lives are completely and trustingly placed at his dis- 
posal. Peril and poison, the forces of nature, evil 
men and evil beasts and evil spirits, are brushed 
aside by God, set at naught, called as though they 
were not, when God simply speaks the word in be- 
half of those who love and trust him. “If ye abide 
in me,” said our Lord, “and my words abide in you, 
ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you” (John 15:7). As Mr. S. D. Gordon has said 





“The Ministry of Healing,” by A. J. Gordon, D.D., Flem- 
ing H. Revell, New York, Chicago, and Toronto, $1.25. 

“The Gospel of Healing,” by A. B. Simpson, D.D., Chris- 
tian Alliance Publishing Company, 692 Eighth Avenue, New 
York City; paper, old edition, 25 cents; cloth, new edition, 
50 cents, postage, 5 cents. 


——— 
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of this, it is as though Jesus were saying to us that, 
if we will but meet the simple condition of abiding 
that he lays down, and thereby knowing his will, we 
are to tell him what we need, and he will “lay himself 
out” to do it for us; he pledges himself to do it 
even if he has to create it into being. “My God shall 
supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). For “all 
things are yours; ... and ye are Christ’s; and Christ 
is God’s” (1 Cor. 3:21, 23). 

Teaching Points’ 

Christ in a man can revolutionize the attitude of 
other men. The men from whom “all hope that we 
should be saved was now taken away” (v. 20) started 
in vigorously to save themselves (v. 38) after they 


had followed the advice of a God-directed;~Spirit- 
filled man. 


The greatest Christian leader of nineteen centuries 
was one of those bits of frail human life tossed about 
in fathoms of open water the day that ship went to 
pieces. We don’t know just how Paul came to shore, 
whether by swimming or clinging to a fragment of 
plank. But we do know that he was just as safe out 
there tossed about in the ocean as he was one earlier 
day in a house in Damascus, when a Christian man 
Ananias lovingly laid his hands on him and the sight 
returned to his blind eyes (Acts 9:17, 18). Even 
if Paul sank more than once between ship and shore 
he was safe; for God was in charge. 

An interesting case of cause and effect: “Fear not, 
Paul; thou must stand before Cesar: and lo, God 
hath granted thee all them that sail with thee. ... I 


. believe God, that it shall be even so as it hath been 


spoken unto me. But we must be cast upon a certain 
island. . . . There shall not a hair perish from the 
head of any of you. ... And so it came to pass, that 
they all escaped safe to the land” (vs. 23, 25, 34, 44). 

Every attack of ‘Satan against the purposes and 
work of Christ. only adds to the glory of Christ. 
Christ glorified through the storm, the hopelessness 
of the mariners, the wreck, the counsel of the soldiers 
to kill the prisoners, the sting of the poisonous viper, 
the barbarians’ conviction that Paul was a criminal. 
Christ could use all these facts and factors for the 
blessing and conversion of men, and to his own glory. 
Truly, God maketh the wrath of man to praise him 
(Psa. 76: 10). 

Because Paul and his: Christian friends on board 
honored God, God honored them, and saw to it that 
they and all their shipmates were honored “with many 
honors” (28:10). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Would God have saved them if they had not 
lightened the ship by throwing out the wheat? (v. 38.) 

Was the centurion running a (egal risk in declin- 
ing to kill the prisoners? (vs. 42, 43.) 

Do you think that some of the sailors and soldiers 
believed it was all a “natural” escape, in spite of 
what Paul had said? 

Was it unusual for people to show such kindness 
to shipwrecked mariners as this, in that non-Chris- 
tian age and land? 

May Paul have been uncertain as to the outcome 
of the serpent’s bite? 

Under what circumstances should we claim God’s 
direct healing of sickness? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation,] 


World’s Temperance Sunday (Rom. 14: 13 to 15: 3). 

Tell the class that you will give them, next Sun- 
day, some of the most startling facts they have ever 
heard on what temperance and intemperance have 
already accomplished in determining victories and 
defeats in the great war in Europe. These will be 
given in the first of a series of really sensational 
(because true) articles on “The Malicious Neutral 
of Europe,” to appear in next week’s World’s Tem- 
perance Number of The Sunday School Times. 


In what sense is it wrong to judge others? 

What does Paul mean by the words, “nothing is 
unclean of itself”? 

How could we “destroy” another person with our 
meat? (v. 15.) 

How could one’s good be evil spoken of? 
_ Name the strongest reason you can think of for 
individual total abstinence from the use of liquor. 

Name the strongest reason you can think of for 
absolute legal prohibition of the liquor traffic. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





LESSON: FOR NOV; 5 (Acts 27 : 38 to 28 : 10) 








Mastering the Whole Lesson 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


D O YOU believe in chance? This is a question 





often asked. The Bible does not believe in it 

and gives it no recognition. But some one may 
perhaps say: “What about Luke 10:31, ‘by 
chance’?” The answer is that the Greek word 
means “coincidence” or “concurrence.” Neither here 
nor in any other passage where the English word 
“chance” occurs is there the slightest warrant for 
supposing that the Word of God recognizes the ele- 
ment of “fortune” or “luck” or “chance.” But there 
is a constant reference to what may be rightly called 
“coincidence,” because this is part of the providence 
of God: In the present lesson we shall see some 
wonderful evidences of divine Providence in beauti- 
ful coincidence and concurrences which were far re- 
moved from “chance.” 


J. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—The vividness of the story contin- 
uing to the end by the remarkable blend of the super- 
natural and the natural should be noticed. The 
sparing tise of the miraculous and the necessity of 
taking ordinary action and precautions form a strik- 
ing proof + Loss truth of the story. 


Date.—A. D. 59-60. Stirling, “Atlas” (Fleming H. 
Revell Con New York, 40 cents), page 23; Arnold’s 
“Chart of Paul’s Journeyings” (The Sunday School 
Times Co. 20 cents). 


Il. The Lesson. 


Safety (vs. 39-44).—The cargo was chiefly wheat 
for the supply of Rome (v. 6). The freight (v. 18) 
was perhaps the cargo on deck rather than in the 
hold. They did not recognize the land though they 
tried several times to identify it (v. 39, Greek). Even 
the sailors who must have been at Malta on previous 
occasions. failed, because they would be unaccustomed 
to that part of the coast, since landing was usually 
at Valetta, some distance away.” But as they con- 
tinued to examine. and test they recognized a bay 
(now called St. Paul’s bay) with a beach suitable 
for landing, and after careful deliberation they de- 
cided to attempt a landing there by pushing the boat 
towards the shore, and so Save their lives. (1) 

And so loosening the ropes that fixed the anchors 
(v. 29) to the ship, they at the same time unfastened 
the bands'of the rudders and hoisted up the fore- 
sail to catch the wind so as to get the vessel as near 
as possible to the land. The ancient ships are said 
to have had two paddle-rudders, one on either side. 
These had been drawn in and fastened while the 
vessel was at anchor. Now they were unloosened 
and put in their proper place for steering toward 
shore. But they found unexpected conditions, for 
they were in a place where two seas met, probably 
referring to the end of a narrow promontory with 
the sea running on either side and thus meeting. This 
would afford a suitable place on which to run the 
ship aground, “a ridge between two seas.” As they 
did so, the bow became fixed, but the stern being 
loose was exposed to the waves and began to break 
up, through the shock of the sea. (2) 

The soldiers who were responsible for the prisoners 
(12: 19; 16:27) wished to kill them lest they should 
escape, but the centurion prevented this and gave in- 
structions for all who could swim to jump overboard. 
Julius was under an obligation to Paul, and this was 
one way of acknowledging it. The swimmers landing 
first would be able to help those who could not swim, 
and these reached the shore on planks and other 
things from the ship. Thus God’s promise and Paul’s 
prediction (v. 24) were fulfilled, and all were com- 
pletely safe. 

Sympathy (28:1, 2).—Immediately they got to 
land they somehow became aware that the place was 
Melita, the Malta of to-day, an island about sixty 
miles south of Sicily, seventeen miles long and nine 
broad at the widest part. It has belonged to the 
British Empire for over 200 years. In Paul’s time it 
was part of the Roman province of Sicily. The name 
“barbarians” was always given by Greeks to those 
outside their own race. Luke as a Greek would nat- 
urally employ the word of a people consisting largely 


of mixed races. But they were not “barbaric” in dis- 
position, for they showed the strangers “philan- 
thropy” (Greek, here and Tit. 3:4) and welcomed 


them with warmth both of heart and also of fire be- 
cause of the wet and cold. It was the middle of 
November, and perhaps Paul was susceptible to damp 
and chill (2 Cor. 11: 27). (3) 


Surprise (vs. 3-6).—With characteristic energy and 
unselfishness Paul took his part in the gathering of 
brushwood for the fire, when a viper fastened on his 
hand. As the poisonous creature (Matt. 3:7; Luke 
3:7) clung to him, the onlookers in their superstition 
felt sure Paul must have done something wrong and 
that vengeance had thus overtaken him. The Greeks 
personified Justice and worshipped her as a goddess, 
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and the Maltese had evidently adopted a similar idea. 
But Paul’s calmness did not forsake him, and in a 
short time the people saw that no harm had hap- 
pened. Then they changed their opinion, and in the 
revulsion of feeling thought he was a god, for to 
pagan minds such a miracle suggested divinity (14: 

12). Perhaps the Maltese knew of the Greek 
invthe which represented certain gods as possessing 
power over snakes. The astonishment was great and 
impressive, and no doubt helped to prepare for the 
Gospel. (4) 

Service (vs. 7-10).—An opportunity soon came for 
Paul to do his Master’s work. The local governor, 
Publius, welcomed Paul and his fellow-travelers, 
thereby showing friendliness and generosity, and the 
kindness was returned by. Paul in a very definite 
way. The father of Publius was ill with fever and 
dysentery (two Greek medical terms appropriate to 
Luke), and Paul, sing the power of healing which 
he possessed was the means of his recovery (6:6; 
9: 39, 40; James 5:16). 

This at once led to other similar cases of healing, 
though some think the “us” implies Luke’s assistance 
as a medical man. But it seems more likely that the 
healings were all “miraculous” or divine. (5) 


Ill. Central Truths 


As last week's Golden Text (from the Psalms) 
laid the emphasis on the human attitude of trust, and 
we therefore concentrated attention on Paul, so this 
week another Golden Text (also from the Psalms) 
turns our mind to-the divine attitude, and we must 
therefore look at the story as illustrative of God’s 
action on behalf of his servants. 


1. God Protecting—In accordance with the Divine 


_assurance, all came safely to land. God always ful- 


fils his word, his promises are never broken. 


2. God Providing—On landing the shipwrecked 
people found sympathy, help, cheer, and all they 
needed. “Jehovah Jireh” means “The Lord will see, 
or provide.” After the disciples had been out all 
night fishing they found their Master on shore with 
a fire and a meal ready (John 21:9). God never 
fails to take care of his people and supply their needs 
(Phil 4: 19). 

3. God Preserving—The poisonous snake was not 
beyond the power of God (Mark 16: 18), and he kept 
his servant alive in the face of great danger. 


4. God Proving.—The healings effected by Paul 
were a fine testimony to the grace of God in answer 
to'prayer, and it is certain that so definite a witness 
for the Lord was not without permanent results. 

Thus once again it was proved true that Jehovah 
redeems, keeps, honors, uses,’ and blesses his ser- 
vants. All that is necessary is that they should 
“take refuge in him.” That was what Paul did, and 
when we do the same, we shall have the same experi- 
ences. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. Safety (Psalm 46). 

2. Sympathy (Phil. 4: 8-13). 

3. Surprise (Matt. 8: 23-27). 

4. Service (Luke 10: 8-20). 
* Wyctirre CoL_Lece, Toronto. 


4 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Duet of Good Cheer.—Then were they all of 
good cheer (v. 36). Behold the magic of a Christ 
man’s personality. Faith and cheer are contagious. 
And never so catching as in life’s- strenuous places. 
So are fear and gloom. The professor can teach what 
he likes against religion, but please notice that the 
man who has no religion feels safe to lean on the 
man who leans on God (2 Chron. 9:8; Dan. 6: 26). 
If you have any doubt about this statement just 
make, a blatant infidel or a known “sport” president 
of the bank, and then see who will be the first to 
check out the deposits. Well, I guess so! 


The Place of Far Seas.—They made for the beach 
(v. 40). There is a time to drop anchors and a time 
to crowd sails. If the winds and the currents of evil 
companionships drive you, let go both anchors. The 
port anchor of Cut-it-out and the starboard anchor 
of Cut-’em-off. If the winds and currents of a great 
duty grip the barque of your life, stretch every stitch 
of canvas and head for the beach. There is a full 
life upon the sands though all else is left in the sea. 
The quicker you get there the better. Many a ship’s 
complement has been saved by the beaching of her. 
So has many a life (1 Cor. 3:15). There comes a 
time when the staunchest life can no longer stand 
up to the cruel buffeting of circumstances—and it 
looks like Davy Jones’ locker. But there is always 
a place of salvation where two seas meet if men will 
only cut loose and make for the place. The sea of 
God’s grace and the sea of Christ’s love. Some men 
there are who can be saved only by having every 
thing swept away and they themselves forced to 
float, swim, and struggle to salvation. That is the 
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way David came to his kin pits The history of 
successful business is full of examples—those Chi- 
cago merchants who sat in their fire ruins with all 
gone but their debts. 


: Out.—They ran the vessel aground (v. 
41). Scuttle the ship to save the crew is always the 
sensible thing to do. You may have to go .over- 
board, but always get as close to the shore as you can 
before you jump. I had the pleasure of aa | 
Dr. Wolfe, of Wilkes-Barre, last week. Perhaps 
have already told you about him. He is a leading 
doctor of the city. He was also a leading poker 
player of the city. President of the poker club, I 
think. Then Billy Sunday came to town and Cap- 
tain Wolfe and his jolly ship, “The Jackpot,” got 
caught in the gospel Euroclydon that swept through 
the Wyoming Valley. “The Jacl-pot” was run ashore 
where the two seas of Repentance. and Confession 
met, and the whole poker crew went overboard to 
salvation. The poker club has grown to be a great 
Bible class of men known as the Garage Bible Class. 
Dr. Wolfe is its teacher, and many men have been 
saved in it. As I write we are closing up a series 
of the same sort of tabernacle meetings here in 
Coatesville. Over 2,000 have “struck the trail,” 
among which are some of the Dr. Wolfe kind. if 
you are in a bad business on the quiet, whether sell- 
ing misery and damnation (by proxy) or promoting 
vice and gambling (by proxy) beach the business 
and save your life—your eternal life. It is the only 
hope of the raging sea (Titus 3: 3-5). 


War.—The soldiers’ counsel was to kill the pris- 
oners (v. 42). We have all been reading in ihe 
papers this morning how one of the belligerents in 
the great European war ordered the soldiers to shoot 
down their comrades ahead of them should the enemy 
force them back. It is thus any nation is brutalized 
and made inhuman by outgoing religion and incoming 
militarism both in Europe and America. One of my 
workmen asked me this week if a genuine Christian 
could shoulder a gun and go to war. What would 
you have answered him? Well, that is what I said 
too, and he came back at me thus: “Then you don’t 
believe after all that this is God’s country, and you 
don’t have enough faith in Ged to let Him take care 
of his own country.” Then this workman added, 
“When I became a Christian I got rid of every gun 
in my house and have never carried one since. If 
God can not or will not take care of me, of what 
good is he and his religion to .me, or to any man? 
This workman is an active Christian worker, 
Whether or not a Christian can go out and shoot his 
fellow-man and his brother and be blameless, one 
thing is very certain, the soldier business is heartless 
and brutalizing beyond reach of language. Look at 
these soldiers in our lesson here, wanting to kill a 
defenseless companion of their misery, even as they 
all stood in the very jaws of death (Matt. 5:39; 
26: 52). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better ch of pt- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


“Like As a Father.”—Jehovah redeemeth the soul 
of his servants; and none of them that take refuge 
in him shall be condemned (Golden Text). The life 
of a beautiful girl was nearing its close. The busy 
father, active in legal and political life, made short 
visits to his office to perform the most necessary 
duties, and hurried home again day by day to be 
near her in her last days. He was an unright man, 
but one from whose busy life religion had been 
crowded out. But it was a comfort to him that his 
daughter was finding in her religion a source of 
strength that robbed approaching death of terror. 
One day, as he sat by her bedside, his daughter asked 
him to read to her. He found a magazine and read 
some bright bits of poetry and fiction. It pleased 
her, but she wanted something else. “Father,” she 
asked, “will you get my Bible and read from that?” 
He began, calmly and quietly, to read the Sermon 
on the Mount, and he read with a growing appreci- 
ation of its beauty and sublimity. But the daughter 
grew more and more restless. “Don’t you like it?” 
he asked. “Oh, father,” she exclaimed, “it isn’t that 
I want, about our righteousness exceeding that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees? Can’t you find the place 
where it says, ‘Like as a father pitieth his children 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him’?” His 
voice trembled a little, but he said, “I will find it,” 
and he turned to the concordance in the back of the 
Bible. But when he found the place and began to 
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read, “Like as a father,” he could bear 
no more. “Oh, my child,” he cried, “if 
God cares for you as I do—” He bent 
over the bed and wept. “It is the verse 
we both need,” she said softly after a 
few minutes. And he knelt beside the 


bed and said, “Yes, dear, that is the | 


verse for us both.”—From the Presby- 
terian Record. Sent by James D. Law- 
son, Charlottetown, P. E. I. (1) 


The Strong Arm.—Jchovah redeem- 
eth the soul of his servants. (Golden 
Text). A life-boat was pitching and 
rolling in a fearful storm, when the old 
captain cried aloud to all, “Hold on! 
Hold on!” The response came, “ Y 
ay.” But one little voice answered, “I 
can’t hold on.” Instantly the strong arm 
of the captain was thrown around the 
trembling child and he was safe. That 
is how God holds us, when we let him. 
—From Golden Hours. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustre- 
tion. (2) 


Proved.—Jchovah redeemeth the soul 
of his servants; and none of them that 
take refuge in him shall be: condemned 
(Golden Text). An old man was vis- 
ited by the minister. He was held fast 
to his chair with rheumatism, but had 
his Bible open in front of him. The 
minister noticed that the word “proved” 
was written continually in the margin. 
He then looked along, and found “God 
is our refuge, a present help in trou- 
ble.” “Proved.” And so it went on 
through the Book. The dear old man 


had taken God’s Book and written his | 


own experience on the margin. Against 
each promise as he had found it come 
true in his own life he had written 
“Proved.”"—From the Sunday Com- 
panion. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 


Eng. 
Lighted Waves.—And when they had 
taken up the anchors, they com- 


mitted themselves unto the sea’ (v. 40, 

V.). There is a story of a ship- 
wreck which tells how the crew and 
passengers had to leave the broken ves- 
sel and take to the boats. The sea was 
rough, and great care in rowing and 
steering was necessary in order to guard 
the heavily laden boats, not from the 
ordinary waves which they rode over 
easily, but from the great cross-seas. 
Night was approaching, and the hearts 
of all sank as they asked what they 
should do in the darkness when they 
would no longer be able to see those ter- 
rible waves. To their great joy, how- 
ever, when it grew dark they discov- 
ered that they were in phosphorescent 
waters, and that each dangerous wave 
rolled up crested with light which made 
it as clearly visible as if it were mid- 
day.—From Dr. Miller. Sent by Mrs. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. (3) 


The Call.—The rest also . . . came, 
and were cured (v. 9). In Korea, great 
placards are placed at the crossroads, on 
which is written this request, “If any of 
the Jesus-people come this way, let them 


stop and tell us the story.".—From East | 
Sent by L. B. Lathern, Yar- | 


and West. 
mouth, Nova Scotia. 


ve 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HROWING out the wheat into the 

sea (v. 38). 
as ballast when the ship was under sail 
and tossed by the waves, it would have 
prevented them from getting as near to 
the beach as they required after the 
ship’s boat had been cut adrift. (1) 


They took counsel whether they could 
drive the ship upon it (v. 39). At the 
spot identified as the landing place, 
there is a small stretch of beach,.but the 
coast-line is rocky on each side, and 
there was the danger of being carried to 
either side, and of being battered upon 
the rocks by the surf. 

At the same time loosing the bands 
of the rudders (v. 40). The lower end 
of the rudder projects somewhat below 


Though this had served | 
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the line of the keel, and if kept securely 
in its place, it would be the first part 
to strike bottom and arrest their prog- 
‘ress towards the shore. As they would 
pass on with the fair wind t had 
brought them there, the vessel could be 
easily steered by oars. (2) 


Alighting upon a place where two 
seas met (v. 41). This touch of de- 
scription has been relied upon in the 
attempt to discover the exact spot on 
the north coast of Malta. On ‘the 
western side of the small bay there is 
| a projecting ledge which looks from the 
| sea like a promontory, but is really an 
island. At its southern end the waves 
rush along the neck of water separat- 
| ing it from the mainland and mingle 
| with those rolling in from the open sea. 
| On the middle of the island,:on the high- 
|est part of the ridge, there stands a 
| monument in memory of this. (3) 


| ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt. 
ve 


- Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HERE is no doubt that the island 

of Malta (an outlying bit of the 
| British Empire now) is the same as the 
| “Melita” of Bible story. ~The ‘part of 
the coast where the vessel ran aground 
can be identified only in a general‘way. 
| Paul’s name has been given to a certain 
‘bay on the northern shore. 
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MAP PATENT No 566.569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


It is an interesting experience to stand 
on the rocky coast and look over the 
| waters where that wonderful rescue 
from tempest and surf took place. A 
stereograph will give us the opportunity. 
We have often thrilled with a sense of 
the tragedy brooding over some scene 
of fateful history. Here we thrill with 
gladness to think of what might have 
happened—but didn’t! Drowning here 
would indeed have been an easier end 
for the great apostle than the death 
which awaited him in Rome, but Paul 
never asked for the easier thing. He 
longed with all his heart for Rome. So 
we may with a clear conscience be glad 
that “they escaped all safe to land,” 
leaving still tine for the writing of 
many of the New Testament letters 
which are an inspiration to our own 
twentieth century lives. 

Use the stereograph, “St. Paul’s Bay, 
scene of the shipwreck, Malta.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under 
this heading, applied as usual to the lessons 
for the year. "Phe use of the stereographs 
will be found a most practicable help in 
making the lesson places real. Forty-four 
laces will be visited during 1916; the forty- 
our stereograpus cost $7.33, and if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, 
lettered case is given free. Eleven places 
are to be visited and described with the les- 
sons of this fourth quarter; cost $1.8. 
Three of the eleven are needed in November, 
cost, 50 cents. Less than three in one or- 
der, 20 cents each. Stereoscopes go cents 
each. Postage or express is prepaid om all 
orders for stereographs or _ stereoscopes. 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also 
be obtained. Plain slides, 50 cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In 
orders for twenty-five or more at one time 
prices are: Plain slides, 40 cents each; 
sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1.00. _ Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


we 


You can get four clear outline maps 
of Christ's journeys with a harmony of 
events, folded within pocket-size covers, 
for twenty cents, by ordering from The 
Sunday School Times Company a copy 
of Arnold's Chart of Christ’s Journey- 

mgs. 





From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
may we trust thee more simply and without 
any shadow of doubt! Even w we ‘are in 
the breakers may we be steady and confident 
in thee. u hast a plan for the life of 
each one of us, and we ask t to lead us 
into a quiet acceptance of thy plan. We 
thy loving provision for our needs. 

st lead us through many experiences of 
want, and then out into fulness of supply. 
And throu it all, thou art working out 
t us: ise be unto thee for 
thy loving kindness! In 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A shipwreck, and 
yet everybody gets ashore safely 
through the breakers! But they hadn’t 
motor life-boats manned by life-guards 
in government service. They hadn’t 
up-to-date life-belts or pneumatic jack- 
ets; and there was no mortar on shore 
to shoot a line out over the ship. 
Small-boat gone, and the vessel break- 
ing up, there was nothing to do but 
swim ‘for the beach, or get a grip on 
a bit of wreckag: and ride in on the 
 Rscapapeess he 

Out of that welter of rough water 
and struggling forms every one came 
alive. Some would have preferred 
another way, of course. But somehow 


Jesus’ name. 


even if it was only a splinter from a 


a man. 

He has a wonderful way right now 
in sending just what we need into our 
lives so long as he has need of us. We 
‘may not like the means he uses, the way 
he supports us, the rough water through 
which we must go; but isn’t it worth all 





‘old- | 


the experience just to learn in some 
new way how good God is, and how he 
| keeps us in his care? 

Just when. we think everything is 


wood along the crest of a sea right into 
our hands, and we da not go under! 
‘And if the end of our last voyage has 
come, and the green scool depths take 


folding love, in the mystery'of the new 
life he gives! 

It isn’t such.bad sailing, after all, 
over the course he séts for us. Are you 
following that course? Does this simple 


ALL SAFE 


blackboard tell the truth about all of 
you in this room? We are safe in his 
keeping anywhere if we have put our 
trust in him. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ A mighty Fortress is our Ged.” 

“In heavenly love abiding.” 

“How firm a foundation, ye saints of the 
Lord.” 

*T need Thee every hour.” 

“ Jesus, Lover of my soul.” 

“O troubled heart, ioe thou not afraid.” 

“Under His wings I am safcly abiding.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 37: 23-25 (78: 1-3). 
Psalm 142: 1-7 (303: 1-4). 
Psalm 46: 1-66 (96: 1-4). 
Psalm 5: 11, 14 (9: 1, * 
Psalm 34: 17-22 (72: 1-3). 





Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON  Teacui1nc.—Continue 
thought of last week: God 
Helper in danger and trouble. 


the 
is a 


use again last week’s text or the one 
suggested September 17, He is my 
refuge and my fortress; my God, in 
whom I trust (Psalm 91:2), or the 
simple verse, O Lord, thou art our 
Helper. One text well learned and un- 
derstood is better than several which 
are too difficult. 





miade his own provision for éach, ' 


twisted timber, large enough to support | 


| gone, then maybe he slips a bit of drift- | 


us; then. what rest ‘there:is in His eh- | 


Memory Text—It will be better to/! 


OCTOBER 21, 1916 


Illustration Story—In the old school 
reader was a story of a captain who 
took his little daughter on a trip with 
him. A heavy storm came up, and all 
feared that they. might be lost except 
his little girl, who tried to cheer her 
father and the passengers: F 

“But his little daughter whispered 
As she took his i¢y hand, 
‘Isn’t God upon the ocean 
Just the same as on the land?’ 


Then _ we kissed the little maiden, 

' we spoke with better cheer; 

And _ we anchored safe in harbor, 
the morn was shining clear.” 


Paul tried to cheer his captain and 
fellow-passengers in the same way. 


Lesson Sctting.—In the great Medi- 
terranean Sea, not very far from Italy, 
is an island where many ships stop 
nowadays. The island is a fort, with 
great, strong walls next to the sea in 
many places. It is Malta and belongs 
to the British. It was not always a 
fort. Many. years ago it was a lonely 
island, where ships stopped very seldom. 
(A sand-board illustration would be ef- 
fective. Use a tiny sailboat to show 
the final shipwreck.) 


Review.—It was near the island of 
Malta that almost 2,000 years ago the 
ship on which Paul sailed was wrecked. 
; Last Sunday’s story told of the fine 
start from Czsarea with good winds 
| and the voyage along the shore until the 
assengers changed to a ship going to 
taly. They lost time and planned to 
winter on the island of Crete. A storm 
| drove them for two weeks, they knew 
‘not where. Paul’s night vision helped 
him to cheer others (Acts 27: 23, 24). 
Paul trusted God’s promise. Sing, 








“Trust Him, trust Him, all 
| God is love! God is 


“O Lord! Thou art our Helper,” God 
is a Helper in trouble. 

After two weeks they knew they 
were near land, so cast four anchors 
| and waited for day. Paul urged them 
to eat. They felt better; and helped 
| throw wheat into the sea. 


Lesson Story—When day came they 
‘saw strange land. They pulled up 
; anchors, loosed the rudders, put up sail 
'and steered toward a creek, sheltered 
| by a shore. The broken ship was hard 
| to manage; they struck cross-currents, 
the ship ran aground, the front stuck 
| fast in the ground, the back swung 
‘around and was pounded by the heavy 
waves and began to break in pieces. 

The soldiers advised killing the pris- 
oners lest they should get away. Cap- 
tain Julius wanted to save Paul, so 
hindered them. He ordered those who 
could swim to jump overboard and 
swim to land. Others took boards or 
pieces of the wreck. Every one of the 
276 people reached land safely, while the 
ship broke to pieces. 

How thankful they must have been 
to reach land again! They soon learned 
that the island was Malta. They had 
drifted and been driven 600 miles by 
the storm toward Italy. ; 

The natives were astonished to see 
so many shipwrecked strangers. They 
kindly made a fire, for it was raining 
and cold. They welcomed them. Paul 
helped to gather sticks. As he threw 
some on the fire a poisonous snake, a 
viper, jumped from the sticks and fas- 
tened on his hand. 

The natives watched to see him swell 
and fall dead. They thought he must 
be a murderer who deserved to die. 
Paul shook the viper from his hand into 
the fire. Nothing happened. When no 
harm came to him, the people thought 
he must be a god. 

Publius, the chief man of the island, 
made room for the strangers and cared 
for them for three days. They had a 
chance to get dry and warm and find 
places to stay until a ship should come. 

Paul learned that the father of Pub- 
lius was sick with fever. Paul went to 
see him, prayed, and laid his hands on 
| him and he. got better. Others heard 
about it and came to be healed. Paul 
was glad to help. The people learned 
to love him. For three months they 
lived on the island and received many 
‘honors and presents. They surely 


e little children, 
love!” 





| 

















LESSON FOR NOV. 5 (Acts 27 : 38 to 28 : 10) 


learned to trust in the Lord. Sing, How 


strong and sweet my Father’s care. 


_ Hand-work—Draw the island and 
the ship stuck fast and the fire on 
‘shore, and write, Trust God. 


CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


D° YOU girls know the origin of 
pearls? They tell us a bit of gravel 
or sand finds lodgment within the oys- 
ter shell next the oyster. The irri- 
tation results in the 
fluid. This gradually solidifies, and 
at length we have one of ‘our rarest 
and choicest jewels, the pearl. Because 
Paul suffered and endured as he did in 
trying experiences he has revealed to 
us a peerless human character. 

What did Paul do before eating? 
(v. 35). What do you Christian girls 
do about grace at meals when guests 
in homes where grace is not said, or 
when you lunch at public eating houses? 


others. Paul was the world’s greatest 
preacher, missionary, reformer, and 
philosopher, yet he was not above chop- | 
ping wood and carrying sticks. With 


| what seeming misfortune did he meet? , 





, by the opinions of people, but lives su- | 


oozing of a. 


Perhaps thanks are not returned even in | 


your own home. Tell mother you feel 
that it should be. Either lead in it 
yourself, if only a verse of Scripture is 
quoted, or ask that all bow and return 
thanks silently. You suggest that in 
public friends may’ not understand. 
Two hundred and seventy-six persons 
were with Paul. Presumably only 
Luke and Aristarchus (v. 2) beside 
Paul were Christians. 
these Christians had especial oppor- 
tunity to point these heathen to God. 
Every time you bow the head and lift 
the heart to God in a public eating- 


house you preach a silent sermon, that | 


By giving thanks | 


God is the Giver of all that we have | 


and that you thank him. 

For the third time the ship is light- 
ened. Doubtless it hurt and cost much 
to throw this perfectly good. wheat over, 
—the very purpose for which the boat 
had sailed. Yet they had to give up. the 
good in order to keep the best. Once 
‘a miner was told that he must either 
cast his gold overboard or sink himself. 
Thinking to save his treasure he tied it 
to him. Both he and the gold perished. 
God can’t give some of us his best be- 
cause we are content with only the good. 

Since God had promised to save 
them, why did they throw the wheat 
over? Would God have let them sink 
if they hadn’t? Would it have been 
presuming upon God? Since God had 
promised them safety how strange that 
they should have had another hair- 
breadth escape. God promises the 
Christian present and ultimate victory 
(John 5:24; 2 Cor. 2:14), but he no- 
where promises an easy time. But why 
need we care if the way is hard since 
we know it is to end in glorious 
triumph? (1) 

This time they stuck in the sand, 
wrenching the boat, and it began to 
break up. .There were many prisoners 
on board, and the officers had promised 
to deliver them at Rome or forfeit their 
own lives. What did they suggest be 
done with them? (v. 43). Why were 
they spared? How did they reach 
shore? How many perished? It seems 
to have been raining. What a weary, 
wet, and frozen crowd they must have 
been! For it was late autumn and 
these weeks had been largely exposure 
and anxiety. 

How did the strangers on the island 
treat them? We are quite likely to bé 
kind to our friends when they need fa- 
vors. But, we are liable to pass the 
stranger by, as did the priest and Levite 
the poor fellow who fell among thieves 
on the Jericho road. We ease our con- 
science by saying that we are under no 
obligation to the strange girl, and that 
her family have doubtless brought on 
their own trouble, and all the while the 
poor girl is longing for a friend. Ap- 
peal to your girls to go after the girls 
new in the community and bring them 
to Sunday-school. 

What part did Paul have in making 
people comfortable? Nothing more 
truly betrays the greatness of a person 
than the humbleness° of the task to 
which he will stoop for the good of 


To what cause did the islanders attrib- | 


‘| ute it? One might expect such reason- | 


ing from these ignorant and supersti- 
tious barbarians, yet we often find en-. 
lightened Americans reasoning the 
same way. What were their later con- 
clusions? Both were equally wrong. 
Fortunate is the girl who is not moved 


premely for the approval of God. 

The night the German submarine, the 
Deutschland, left the United States, a 
storm was raging. Other boats were 
tossed to and fro. The Deutschland, 
submerged under the water where all 
was quiet and still, sailed peacefully on. 
Undoubtedly Paul’s associates through 
all of these trying experiences were 
panic-stricken. Paul was sunk so deep 
in God, so completely lost in the life of 
Christ, that he had peace. (2) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


How was meat a stumblingblock to 
many early Christians? 

Mention many things which 
stumblingblocks to-day. 

How is it true that, “No man liveth 
unto himself”? 

How did Christ please not himself? 

Bring clippings to class of crime, di- 
vorce, etc., traceable to drink? 

Relate facts of temperance progress. 


Biste Institute, Los ANGELES. 
bid 
Pucker’s ** Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


ATTY told how the soldiers were 

going to kill the prisoners so as not 
to be killed themselves if any escaped. 
But Captain Julius had too much sense 
to let a mam like: Paul be killed that 
way, so they. were all saved. I guess 
those other. prisoners. were glad. they 
had a missionary m their chain gang. 

Well, they all got to shore; some 
swimming, others on boards and planks, 
till all two hundred and_ seventy-six 
were saved just as Paul said they 
would be (27: 24). 

Paul was like that fellow that said, 
“Don’t give up the ship.” Teacher 
says that’s the spirii that wins. He 
says you're never licked till you give up, 
and if you are really trusting God you 
won’t have to give up. (1) 

They built a big campfire on the beach 
to dry and warm themselves by, and 
from the natives who came running 
down to help them they: learned that 
they were on the island of Malta. 

Fred pointed it out on the map, tying 
the shoestring around the Malta button. 
Teacher passed around a stereograph 
of the place, taken from up on a hill 
and looking right out over the water. 
Bulldog Jones kind of squinted up his 
eyes the way he does and declared he 
could see the old battered ship drifting 
on to the shore, the people jumping | 
overboard and swimming to land, the | 
camp-fire and everything, just like it 
was a moving-picture. I wish I could 
squint my eyes that way. | 

-My question was how God honored | 
Paul. So I told about that snake biting | 
him while he was putting some wood on | 
the fire. It was a real poisonous one, | 
but God kept the poison from hurting 
him, and the Malta people thought Paul 
was wonderful. 

Then when the governor of the 
island heard there was a Roman officer 
in the group he took him. and his pris- 
oners in. ‘Paul healed the governor’s 
father and a lot of other folks, and the 
people just couldn’t do enough for him. 

It looks as if Paul had been the real 
captain ever since they got into trou- 
ble. He had the most power and in- 
fluence. Teacher says that is because 
Paul was not thinking of himself, but 
of how to help others. He reminded us 
that Ernest Smith can’t shoot goals 
half as well as “Reddy” Bennett, but 


are 





1See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 624 -in- 
this issue. 
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he makes a better captain for the team , 


because he plans for every play, and 
instead of showing what he can do he | 
keeps passing the ball to the fellow in | 
the clear. 

Teacher says that’s the way in life: | 





PUT SELF FIRST | 
TAKE SECOND PLACE |, 


PUT SELF SECOND 
TAKE FIRST PLACE | 





’ tunity. 


| was all stones at first, which had to be 








Mother thinks Paul’s greatness shone 
out in danger just as the stars shine 
brightest when there’s no moon. But 
she says his greatness was there all the 
time, same as the stars are. He was 
filled with the Holy Spirit ever since 
Ananias prayed with him in Damascus. 
His lamp was always trimmed and burn- 
ing. 
Teacher believes so too, and says we | 
must pray God to make us great in heart 
even in little things, then we'll be ready | 
when he needs ds for some big oppor- | 
He thinks Jesus was never | 
greater than when he was washing the | 
disciples’ feet, and that we can even 
carry papers and dump ashes in a noble 
way if we do it in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and to please Christ. 


Our home study questions are: 

What problem called out this chapter? 

What was Paul’s advice to the strict | 
Christians? 

What was his advice to the broad- | 
minded? : 

In what sense is nothing unclean of 
itself ? 

What is meant by eating with offense? 

What would meat stand for now? 

What does Paul count more: impor- 
tant than what we eat? 


Teaching Hints from Pucker 


True’ faith never gives up. | 
Unselfishness wins. 
True greatness will show. 


Terre Haute, Ino. 
5) 


What We Saw at Malta 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


[From “ A Pilgrimage to Jerusalem,” published in 


| friends 





1904 by ‘he Sunday School ‘Times Company. } 


ETWEEN fields of deep red clover 

we pass, by small square houses of 
almost white limestone, some with stone 
stairways going up on the outside, like 
the houses of Palestine, and everywhere 
through the landscape, under the daz- 
zling sun, run walls, walls, walls. Some 
are squarely and firmly built of cut 
blocks of stone, others might be in the 
hills of New England, “stone fences,” 
piled with irregular boulders and smaller 
pieces. As far as the eye can see the 
country is marked off by miles and. miles 
of these gleaming stone walls: The land 


gotten up and out to make room for 
vegetation. Soil was brought by ship- 
loads from Sicily, and that walls were 
built to prevent it from blowing away is 
a credible statement after one has bat- | 
tled the wind of Malta with a camera | 
and light tripod all day. ... 

As we leave the city behind, the Pales- 
tinian country again stretches its fields 
around us, dotted with houses that seem 
to have stepped across the sea from the 
Holy Land. In two adjoining fields 
are an ox and an ass plowing, the one 
guided by two women, the other by a 
man. Other women working in the 
fields bring Millet’s canvass to mind. 
We pass a shrine with a figure of the 
Virgin standing. prominently by the 
roadside,—our driver crosses and re- 
crosses himself. One -steep hillside is 
lined with at least twenty gleaming stone | 
terraces, one above the other. Sheep, | 
goats, and hogs move along the roads ‘in | 
congenial company. . . . Fortifications | 
and ‘earthworks, connected by a long 
wall of considerable height, remind one 
of the power that guards the Mediter- 
ranean from Gibraltar’s citadel. 

A gleam of blue in the distance! 
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framed below by the ivory whiteness of 
low buildings; and met above by the 
blue of the sky, and our eyes were glad- 
dened by the sight of that “certain bay 
with a beach.” I stopped to take a 
picture of the distant view, just as it 
appeared to us coming from Citta 
Vecchia. As we drove nearer, we 
found a little settlement of shops, resi- 
dences, and taverns. “Strada S. Paolo 
A Mare,” reads a street sign. A man 
and four boys carrying flat baskets of 
fish on their heads give a hint of the 
present occupation of some of the de- 
scendants of Paul’s “barbarians.” And 
almost everything has somewhere in its 
name—-whether street, baker’s shop, or 
wine shop—the words “St. Paolo.” 
Another picture I could not resist tak- 
ing, before we reached the beach, was 


‘a little tavern which bore the. sign, in 
| huge letters, “First and Last Grog Shop, 


St. Paul’s Bay.” The proprietor and 
and family; and a _ passing 
donkey boy, willingly posed for me. It 
was the first, but not the last grog shop 
we saw that day, by a good deal... . 

I stand on the rocky shore and look 
out in the glorious sunshine on the place 
where the two seas must have met, one 
being caused by the current around a 


‘bit of rocky island a little way from 


the shore of the larger island. Local 
tradition says it was on this bit of rock 
that Paul first landed; a monument to 
Paul has been erected there. But the 
Bible narrative does not seem to make 
this probable. 

I can see the boat going to pieces on 
the bar, and the men drifting, floating, 
swimming in. And I am sure I can see 
the stout-hearted Tarsian standing on 
this beach in the sunshine, after the 
danger is past, looking out over the 
waters through which he has been 
brought, and thanking God with a full 


| heart that He has wrought this miracle 
| for a sign of his power. before Romans 


and. barbarians. I thank. God: and take 
courage, for Paul’s God is our God still. 


2 





athyiliyl 
HELPS 





WHERE | 





a 
Reason 


be 














626 * 


Tye Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, October 21, 1916 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- ' 





payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These _ rates 


postage : 

St 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 

package to “ address, $1 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


That 
Malicious Neutral 
of Europe 


During March, 1915, with the fate of 
their country in their hands, the muni- 
tion workers of Great Britain lost one- 
fourth of their entire time. And of this 
loss, eighty-two percent was due to drink. 





Alcohol well-nigh wrecked Germany's 
forty years of preparedness. 


Russia, France, and Moslem Turkey 
have all seen the deadly enmity of alco- 
hol to their national life and victory, and 
have dealt in a deadly way with this 
enemy. 


A sensational (because true) series of 
articles giving the results of a clear- 
visioned American woman's investiga- 
tions of the facts in the great temperance 
laboratory of the world to-day, Europe, 
commences in next. week’s World’s Tem- 
perance Number of The Sunday School 
Times, 


You can make sure of getting the en- 
tire series by securing The Sunday School 
Times at once for the coming twelve 
months, 


If you are not already a subscriber, 
send in your subscription of $1.50. Bet- 
ter still, get four friends to join with you 
and thus secure for all a reduction of 
one-third of the subscription price, get- 
ting the club rate of $1.00 each for an 
entire twelve months. 


If you are already a subscriber, make 
sure that the renewal of your subscrip- 
tion is ordered. 


And drop a postal to the Times office 
giving the names and addresses of all 
friends whom you would like to have re- 
ceive a copy of the World’s Temperance 
Number. We shall giadly send free 
specimen copies at your request. 


The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia 


! 


. ; | and towns invokes the aid of food com- 
lished weekly at the following rates,/ missioners and health authorities in an 


include | 
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KILLING THE CALVES 


Public Prag wars for Veal is Said to be 
Cause of the High Cost 
of Meat 


The increasing cost of meat and 
white flour has naturally led to wide- 
spread protest in all parts of the coun- 
try—and this protest in many cities 


effort to find the cause. ~ 

Of course, the butchers always come 
forward with a plausible reason. This 
time it is claimed that the demand for 
veal causes the killing of calves which 
should be allowed: to grow into regular 
beef.. “Every time you buy veal you 
contribute to increasing the high cost of 
meat,” says the President of the Master 
Butchers of America in a recent con- 
vention. 

So far as the bakers are concerned, 
it is easy for them to find an excuse 
for a small loaf at a larger price in the 
increasing cost of wheat. 

While these excuses and protests 
seem serious to some people, they have 
a somewhat humorous aspect to men 
and women who know something about 
food and what is needed to keep the 
human body up to high efficiency. 

There is more actual body-building 
nutriment in a shredded wheat biscuit, 
pound for pound, than there is in veal 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, November 5 


The Consecration of Social Life 
‘ (1 Cor. 9 : 19-23). 


(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Christ in company (John 2: 1-11). 
Tues.—Social to save (Luke 14: 1-14). 
Wed.—Social to teach (Luke 10: i”. 
Thurs. a broken down (Ga 3: 


Fri—Choosing company (2 Cor. 6: 18). 
Sat.—Functions of play (1 Tim. 4: $: 











How did Christ grace social life? 
‘What goed purpence Goce tho play incting’ 
serve 


How to show brotherliness in socials. 


HEARD Spurgeon preach once years 

ago,” said one of the wealthiest and 
most truly devoted Christian women in 
our country recently, “and I have never 
forgotten it, and never shall forget it. 
It helped me very much just when I 
needed help. He preached on the text, 
‘We know that we have passed out of 





or white flour bread. 


building material 
stored in the whole wheat grain, pre- 
pared in its most digestible form. Most 
persons eat too much meat and this im- 
poses a heavy tax on the eliminating 
organs, such as the liver and kidneys. 
White flour bread is all right provided 
one makes up the deficiency in the 
proteids by eating other foods with it. 
In shredded wheat biscuit, however, you 
have a complete, perfect, well-balanced 
food which contains everything the hu- 
man ‘body needs, including the outer 
bran coat of the wheat berry, which 
serves the useful purpose of keeping 
the bowels. healthy and active. 

Shredded wheat biscuit is always the 
same price and always the same high 
quality. Two biscuits served with milk 
or cream and fresh fruit make a com- 
plete, perfect, delicious meal at a cost 
of only three or four cents.—Advt. 


Books for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. 
are uniform in size and style; some are bound with | 
limp covers, some with stiff board. 


1. The Clty Sunday -School 
ts Work, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
Sean Brooklyn, + 25 cents, net, postpaid. 
2. The Sunday- ~Schoot and the Pastor 
y John T. Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 
3. The a and the Home 
Frank L. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
pd postpaid. 
4. The Primer De 
By Ethe} Arc artme 
cents, net, postpaid. 
5. A Home Department of To-Day 
Mrs, Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents, net, post- 
Bia 
6. Sunday-School Records, Reports and 
Recognitions 
By the late E. A. Fox, General Secretary of 
the Kentucky Sunday-school Association. so 
cents, net, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, ” Philadetphia, Pa | 





25 cents, 


ent 
Five illustrations. 50 | 








NEW BIBLE PICTURE CONTEST 


The Christian Herald Bible Picture Contest 
which has just ended, has been a tremendous 








away. 

rewards, 
religious newspapers published. 
illustrated on nearly every page. 


After Nov. roth $2.00 per year. 


Bible verses to pictures published in the Christian Herald. First reward was $1,250.00. A NEW 
Contest is here announced. Over five hundred rewards aggregating $5,000.00 will be given 
Every reader of the Christian Herald will have an opportunity to earn one of these 

Write for particulars. You will also receive every week in the year one of the best 
It will keep you up-to-date on all matters of interest. 
Special articles. 
sermons by famous pastors. Daily Meditations. 
Baptist Young People and Epworth League Topics. 
Subscribe NOW before price is raised. 


THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 800 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK. 


success, 419 rewards for fitting appropriate 


It is 
Weekly 
Christian Endeavor, 
Subscription price NOW §1.50 a year. 


Short stories. Serial stories. 
Sunday School Lessons. 











TEMPERANCE 





POSTERS, 34 kinds in two colors, Pled, 
Programs, Libraries, Lantern Slides. and in 
of all kinds, as well as speakers, furnished by the 
Presbyterian Board of Temperance, Columbia Bank Building, - = « 


Cards, 


ormation 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 








In shredded | 
wheat you have all of the rich, body- | 
which Nature has | 


death into life because we love the 
brethren,’ and I saw that the evidence 
of our new birth and new life was love 
and kindness.” The reality of our life 
in God is proved by the consecration of 
our common human relationships. If 
we love not our brothers whom we have 
seen, how can we love God whom we 
have not seen! If we cannot show any- 
thing heavenly in our lives now, how 
can’ we hope to be fitted either to rec- 
ognize or to enjoy any heaven else- 
where? 
be 


} 





One of the great beauties of jour | 
Lord’s life was its human friendliness, | 
its kind, social fellowship. He accepted | 


invitations to people’s homes. 
to weddings. He frequented the places 
where people came together and talked 
with them in the environment of their 
common life- His illustrations were 
drawn from his surroundings. He rec- 
ognized the truth that 
“Truth in closest words shall fail, 


When truth embodied in a tale - 
Shall enter in at lowly doors; 


| “ Which they may read who bind the sheaf, 
Or build the house or dig the grave, 

| Or those wild eyes which watch the wave 

| In roarings round the coral reef.” 


‘The books | 


| The religion which will not fit into 
| human life is not fitted for human life. 
| And the Christian religion is not this 
kind of religion. It emphatically de- 
mands admission into everything. It 
does not allow that there is anything 
|common or unclean in life that should 
| be allowed in life at all. If there is to 
| be room in iife for anything there 
must be room for religion. Paul was 
fond of deep theological meditation. He 
{ knew that back of all that we do lies 
| the spring of our thoughts, and that 
| even if we do not always connect our 
| deeds and our belief there is an in- 
dispensable connection between them 
and that the highest deeds can come 
only from the deepest faith. And so in 
his epistles after the deep reasoning on 
| the unseen came always the clear, prac- 
‘tical application to life. The tree must 
| have unseen roots and an invisible life, 
but it must have also visible blossoms 
and edible fruit. Read John Caird’s 
sermon on Religion in Common Life, 
which was preached before Queen Vic- 
toria and which fitted her and fits us 
all because we are all alike the children 
of the living and true God 
ye 

The home is pre-eminently the place 
for the practise of Christianity. There 
should be a Christian aroma in the 
house and all its rooms which cannot be 
mistaken. The servant problem is in 
part simply the fruit of the absence of 
consecration from the home_ life and 
relationships. If Christ were really 











He went | 
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Tired, Nervous 


Men and Women 
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— re ny ger 
sica 
red physically rudown sad taden babe 


fits from the regular use of 
Scott’s Emulsion after meals. 
Its chief constituent {~ nature’s 
greatest body-building force to 
strengthen the orgaas and 

| merve centers, grain by 
rebuild physical 




















Lord in the home there would be no ill 
temper, no quarreling, no selfishness, no 
anxiety, no distrust. 
we 

The pleasures and games of life be- 
come vastly richer and more joyful and 
more recreative if they are brought un- 
der the spirit and love of Christ. 
Amusements which he could not ap- 
prove or take part in are surely less 
satisfying than those in which we can 
ask him to share. The things that can 
be done only at night, the games that 
involve taking other people’s property 
without doing anything to earn it, and 
without giving anything in exchange for 
it, anything shadowy and deflected, is 
uncongenial to Christ and out of place 
in the life which would make him its 
complete master. 


The more of Christ we bring into life 
the more of joy. 

Christ’s gift of his heavenly life to 
us calls for our gift of our earthly life 
to him. 

Jesus is Lord of heaven and earth, not 
of heaven only, but of earth also. 

New York Ciry. 
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Guessing Ruth 


By Emma Florence Bush 


HAT: a lovely pumpkin 
would make!’ 

Mamma looked up from her book 
of patterns. “The very thing!” she 
cried. “I have been hunting and hunt- 
ing for something for her. We will 
make her a dress of yellow crepe paper, 
with puffed skirt, and big puffed 
sleeves and yoke, and no one will know 
whether she is really fat or just stuffed. 
We will fasten it at the bottom so her 
feet will just come through.” 

There was to be a big Hallowe’en 
party at the Sunday-school rooms. 
Every child was to come, and to dress 
so that no one could guess who it was. 
It was easy to dress Esther as a witch, 
Donald was going as a big black cat, 
and Edith as a fairy; but poor Ruth had 
been in despair, “No matter what I 
wear they will guess me,” shé had cried. 

Ruth usually didn’t mind being fat. 
Oh, no indeed. Like most fat people 
she was good-natured, and indeed she 
was rather proud of being so fat that 
no ready-made ''clothes would fit her, 
but now when everybody was to be so 
nicely hidden by their. Hallowe’en cos- 
tumes she had begun to wish she was 
slim like Esther, or small like Emily, 
her intimate friend, so she welcomed 
Aunt Clara’s suggestion with glee, and 


Ruth 


could hardly wait to see the dress grow. 


under her nimble fingers; for Aunt 
Clara had insisted cn making the dress 
herself. As a crowning touch the after- 








ee 





SS 





, - > — - 





a 


LESSON FOR NOV. § (Acts a7 : 38 to 28 : ro) 





- FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
FREE Returnadble samples to interested persons. 


Christmas at Hi Hopkins’s ,22°% and. nniic 
Mrs. Bailey’s Boarders &.i:1" 16 others. 


Send for them. 
Hall-Mack Co. ) 1018-1020 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. { 339 S.Wabash,Chicago(Agency) 


Lorenz’s Christmas Music 
FREES ‘0 packet, rich in sample pages of the music 








in our 5 new services, in our new Scrip- 

tural & 2 new Santa Claus cantatas,etc. 

will bring you a complete copy, regular 

1.4 edition, of each of our 5 mew services to- 


gether with cantata sample pp., etc. Stamps 








accepted. Mention The S. S. Times, and address 
OREN NEW YORK, CHICAGO 
L Publishing Co. and DAYTON, OHIO 








LupEN’s 


MEAnoY COUGH DROPS 
Give quick relief to throat 5c 
and nose. Package 


WM. H. LUDEN READING, PA. 





noon of the Hallowe’en masquerade, 
she had put on the mask, and then 
twisted all about the head and neck 
great strings of green crepe paper, until 
it looked like a great green ball on top 
of the yellow dress. 

“They will never guess me now,” 
cried, Ruth, as the last twist was: in 
place, “I would hug you, Aunt Clara, if 
I could, but I am so rolled up I can’t, 
and I mustn’t spoil my dress.” 

“You can hug me when you get 
home,” laughed Aunt Clara, and Ruth 
danced off to the party. 

In the dim church parlors she found 
many queer little figures gliding around 
silently. There were ghosts in white, 
witches, black cats, clowns, but no 
other pumpkin; and as Ruth heard some 
one whisper, “Oh, who do you suppose 


the pumpkin is?” her heart danced with | 


delight. 

She ran to give Miss 
basket mamma had sent with cake and 
sandwiches in it, when she noticed that 


one of the pretty pins that fastened the | 


crepe streamers to her white dress was 
unclasped, and reaching up she clasped 
it, then slipped away. 

They were not to talk until unmask- 
ing time, and lots of fun they had in 
trying to make themselves understood 
by signs, and in playing drop the hand- 
kerchief and other games where they 
did not have to talk. 

Little -James Beale was so excited 
that as he dropped the handkerchief he 
slipped on the floor and fell sprawling, 
but Ruth slipped from her place in the 
line, picked him up and dusted him off, 
making so many funny motions as ‘she 
did so that he was soon laughing and 
forgot he was hurt. 

Then when they formed partners for 
the march, one little girl was left to 
march alone, and she began to cry, so 
Ruth quickly slipped out of-her place, 
and ptt her partner beside the little 
girl, and marching alone went through 


Abbott the | 


so many funny pranks they laughed so 
to see her they could hardly 

After the march it was time to slip 
off the masks and have something to 
eat. And as the masks came off and 
Ruth listened to the comments, “Oh, I 
never guessed you,” “Why, I thought 
you were some one else,” she wondered 
as she slipped off her mask if they had 
guessed her. , 

“It’s Ruth, we knew it was Ruth,” 
cried several as she stood there. 

“I knew it was Ruth,” smiled Miss 
Abbott, “because she was thoughtful 
enough to fasten my pin for me.” 

“I knew it was Ruth,” cried little 
rece “when she picked me up, and 

elped me, when I fell.” 

“And I knew it was Ruth,” cried 
Daisy Tanner, “when she gave me her 
place in the line to march.” 


knew it was Ruth, because Ruth is 
always trying to make some one have a 
good time.” ; 

When Ruth came home from the 
party, Aunt Clara’s first question was, 
“Did they know you?” 

“Yes,” cried 
once. “They all knew her, but not be- 
cause she was fat,” and Mamma an 
Aunt Clara understood. 


MELROSE, Mass. 








For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





REY J. WILBUR CHAPMAN tells 
of a missionary who had been in 
China for twenty-five. years and re- 
turned to America on his first furlough. 
| When he reached the homeland he was 
| waited on by the editor of one of the 
| leading newspapers of the country, who 
| desired that he should travel up and 
| down the Pacific coast for. thirty days, 
| and then submit to an interview, when 





| he would be asked to tell the readers of | 


the newspaper what impressed him most 

| after his long absence from the country. 
| He duly reported on his travels, but in- 
| stead of commenting on the amazing 
|}advance along scientific lines and the 
growth of the country he simply said, 
. “When I left America twenty-five years 
ago the majority of Christian homes 
had in them family altars, and now that 
, I have returned after a long absence, I 
find that it is the rare exception to find 
a family altar in a so-called Christian 
home,” and then he solemnly added, 
“When the family altar breaks down 
the home jg in danger, and with the 
home endangered there is serious trou- 
ble ahead for the country.” If our 
homes are not protected by prayer, no 
wonder if our children drift from God, 
and if our children drift where will the 
nation be in a few years’ time ? 


October 30 to November 5 
Mon.—Acts 27: 38-44. The Shipwreck. 

How vigorously every man set to 
work to save the ship. Sailors, sol- 
diers, and prisoners all united to lighten 
the vessel by throwing overboard the 
cargo. How like the sinner who by his 
own efforts thinks to save himself, but 
it is all to no purpose. Salvation is of 
the Lord. 


PrAyER Succestions: Pray that the 
Spirit of God maybe given to us as the 
spirit of all prevailing intercession. 
That we:may know what it means to 
pray effectually for the church and for 
perishing men. Seek the blessing of God 
on all church prayer-meetings. 
Tues.—Acts 282 1-10. Saved from Death. 

Having escaped the storm it would 
seem that a more terrible fate awaited 
the apostle, but the same Lord who 
saved from the waves prevented the 
venomous beast injecting poison into 
His servant. How refreshing to read 
Psalm g1, in this connection noting 
“no plague,” “no evil.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
railroad men and the many workers on 
whom the safety of the traveling public 

( Continued on next page) 





“Yes,” cried two or three others, “we | 
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| given little thought. 
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What Is 
An Internal Bath ? 


By R. W. Beal | 


have been written describing at 

length the many kinds of baths 
civilized man has indulged in from time 
to time. Every possible resource of the 
human mind has been brought into play 
to fashion new methods of bathing, but, 
strange as it may seem, the most im- 
portant, as well as the most beneficial of 
all baths, the “Internal Bath,” has been 
The reason for 
this is probably due to the fact that few 
people seem to realize the tremendous 


Mi has been said and volumes 


part that internal bathing plays in the. 


acquiring and maintaining of health. 
f you were to ask a dozen people 


sther and Donald at'to define an internal bath, you would 


have as many different definitions, and 
the probability is that not one of them 
would be correct. To avoid any mis- 
conception as to what constitutes an 
internal bath, let it be said that a hot 
water enema is no more an internal 
bath than a bill of fare is a dinner. 


If it were possible and agreeable to- 


take the great mass of thinking people 
to witness an average post-mortem, the 
sights they would see and the things 
they would learn would prove of such 
lasting benefit and impress them so pro- 
foundly that further argument in favor 


|of internal bathing would be unneces- 








.of the most virulent disease. 


sary to convince.them. Unfortunately, 
however, it is not possible to do this, 
profitable as such an experience would 
doubtless prove to be. There is, then, 
only one other way to get this informa- 


|tion into their hands, and that is by 


acquainting them with such knowledge 
as will enable them to appreciate the 
value of this long-sought-for, health- 
producing necessity. 

Few people realize what a very lit- 
tle thing is necessary sometimes to im- 
prove their physical condition. ~ Also, 
they have almost’ no conception of how 
a little carelessness, indifference or 
neglect can be the fundamental cause 
For in- 
stance, that universal disorder from 
which almost all humanity is suffering 
known as “constipation,” “auto-intoxi- 
cation,” “auto-infection,” and a multi- 
tude of other terms, is not only curable 
but preventable through the consistent 
practice of internal bathing. 

How many people realize that normal 
functioning of the bowels and a clean 
intestinal tract make it impossible to 
become sick? “Man of to-day is only 
fifty percent efficient.” Reduced to 
simple English, this means that most 
men are trying to do a man’s portion 
of work on half a man’s power. This 
applies equally to women. . 

That it is impossible to continue to 
do this indefinitely must be apparent to 
all. Nature never intended the delicate 
human organism to be operated on a 
hundred percent overload. ~-A machine 
could not stand this and not break 
down, and the body certainly cannot do 
more than a machine. There is entirely 
too much unnecessary and avoidable 
sickness in the world. 

How many people can ‘you name, in- 
cluding yourself, who are physically 
vigorous, healthy, and strong? The 
number is appallingly small. 

It is not a complex matter to keep in 
condition, but it takes a little time, and 
in these strenuous days people have 
time to attend to everything else nec- 


essary for the attainment of happiness 
but the proper care of their bodies. 

Would you. believe that five to ten 
minutes of time devoted to systematic 
internal bathing can make you healthy 
and maintain your physical efficiency 
indefinitely? Granting that such a 
simple procedure as this will do what 
is claimed for it, is it not worth while 
to learn more about that which will ac- 
complish: this end? Internal Bathing 
will do this, and it will do it for people 
of all ages and in all conditions of 
health and disease. 

People don’t seem to realize, strange 
to say, how important it is to keep the 
body free from accumulated body-waste 
(poisons). Their doing so would pre- 
vent the absorption into the blood of 
the poisonous excretions of the body, 
— health would be the inevitable re- 
sult. 

If you would keep your blood pure, 
your heart normal, your eyes clear, your 
complexion clean, your mind keen, your 
blood pressure normal, your nerves re- 
laxed, and be able to enjoy the vigor 
of youth in your declining years, prac- 
tise internal bathing and begin to-day. 

Now that your attention has been 
called to the importance of internal 
bathing, it may be that a number of 
questions will suggest themselves to 
your mind. You will probably want to 
know WHAT an Internal Bath is, 
WHY people should take them, and the 
WAY to take them. These and count- 
less other questions are all answered in 
a booklet entitled “THE WHAT, THE 
WHY and THE WAY OF INTER- 
NAL BATHING,” written by Doctor 
Chas. A. Tyrrell, the inventor of the 
“J. B. L. Cascade,” whose lifelong study 
and researeh along this line make him 
the pre-eminent authority on this sub- 
ject. Not only has internal bathing 
saved and prolonged Dr. Tyrrell’s .own 
life, but the lives of a multitude of 
hopeless individuals have been equally 
spared and prolonged. No book has 
ever been written containing such a vast 
amount of practical information to the 
business man, the worker, and _ the 
housewife; all that is necessary to se- 
cure this book is to write to Dr. Chas. 
A. Tyrrell at Number 134 West 65th 
Street, New York City, and mention 
having read this article in The Sunday 
School Times, and same will be imme- 
diately mailed to,you free of all cost 
or obligation. 

Perhaps you realize now, more than 
ever, the truth of these statements, and 


‘if the reading of this article will result 


in a proper appreciation on: your part 
of the value of internal bathing, it will 
have served its purpose. What you will 
want to do now is to avail yourself of 
the opportunity for learning more about 
the subject, and your writing for this 
book will give you that information. 
Do not put off doing this, but send for 
the book now while the matter is fresh 
in your mind. 

“Procrastination is the thief of time.” 
A thief is one who steals something. 
Don’t allow procrastination to cheat you 
out of your opportunity to get this val- 
uable information which is free for the 
asking. If you would be natural, be 
healthy. It is unnatural to be sick. 
Why be unnatural, when it is such a 
simple thing to be well?—Advt. 





A Sound Investment 


QUR ANNUITY BLUE BOOK explains a sure in- 
come ranging from 4% to 9% on one life and 4% to 
8.4-10% on two lives. This plan makes you yeur own 
executor and immortalizes your money after you have 
enjoyed a sure life income, These bonds are of special 
interest to aptiots and others who wish their money 
at last to help Christianize America. Forty years’ 
experience ! rite for our booklet. ae 
CHARLES L. WHITE 
The American Baptist Home Mission Societ 
Department A, 23 East 26th Street, New Yor 





The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times ComPAny 
2031 Walnut Street, - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 





























THE LIVE | 
FOREVER PLAN 


q if want to increase income while 

you, ie and leave an inflacnce that wil 
orever, investigate 

the American Baptist Publication Society. 


@ The Bonds it will give you are sound, 
SOG. Woes sn oa el to acon 


@ Your income is fixed and certain and 
continues through life. 

q You administer your own estate. 

@ You see what are doing while you 
live and icides tahun tabverto de 
Pisncet Mdledsaaig-wedk ef thie qoeet Sesitty, 
q@ If you are fifty’ you get 6 per cent on 
whetioee GOs Suances. © 799 we dey 
you get seven per cent. you are seventy 
yon Ge eet pet nt” © yee see apy or 
over you get nine per or every year 
vith ine! ofan f acter PE Ascher | Ree | 
ditional one-tenth of one per cent. 

q For literature and sample of bond write 
to Dept. D, American Baptist Publication 
Society, 1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





| Wed.—Jonah 2: 2-9. Song of Deliverance. 











CHRISTMAS IS COMING 


We are better prepared than ever before, with our 
ar- 
old Lowden and others; a new song story, “Silent 
Night! Holy Night,” based on the European war; 
tlementary Songs; Choir Cantata 
Jectavo Anthems and “ Hark 


Four “ out-of-the-ordinary "’ new services by C. 


three, of . 

** Tidings of Joy "’ : 20 

the Heaven! Host,”* a song in two voices. 
Send jor samples of that interests you. 


YOULL GET G00D SINGING | "2 teachers, native pastors and evan=' 


When you usé we hoes bi prennd book; | " 
Dy : aro OwGden an ev. 
Kingdom Songs ufus We Miike DA. $28 


and $30 the hundred. Excellent Orchestration. 


Uncle Sam’s 


i. 
Lowden, ‘I'‘Hiewill notonly interest your young people, 
but will also rep pute yeurt iroateee, Send for saaaite. 


The Heidelberg Press 


15th and Race Streets, - 








FivMiAS 
HALL-MACK COS 
USI 


Free to Pastors, Superintendents, Commit- 


ape tees or Choir Leaders. Send Postal. 
Young People’s Cantatas for Christmas 
2 


ew ines. 


Christmas Helper No. 4 


Exercises, Kecitations, Drills. 
price the same—only ro cents. 


Hall-Mack Co. 


is the title of a fine new en- 


REE 


Examination copies upon request. 
Double the size, 


1018-20 Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. | 3398.Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 





CHRISTMAS MUSIC 





SEND 6 CENTS for Christmas Packet contain- 
ing two services: ** ON Aare * aml 
 CHRISTMASTIDE AIM,”’ 

Also Cantata: ‘‘GRANDPA’S CHRISTMAS 
GUARDS..”’ 


And Hol with il- 
ected Uiscolat tor temas Cotection Devioes. 
"| OUR HOLIDAY CATALOGUE FREE 
 thristmas Services—ro for 30 cents. 


Curtateeas —~26 for 75 cents. 
ristmas 
















‘ —12 for 40 cents. 
AacCalla & Company, 

















249 Dock St 


. FREE Samplefopies 


(Orchestration for one) 
SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 

BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publish 
1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, 
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WOONSTOCK TVPEWRITER CO., Dent. 0 628. Chicago. titincic 
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For Family Worship 
( Continued from preceding page) 


depends. Especially pray for engine 
drivers, stokers, and signalmen in their 
exceedingly responsible positions. Pra 

| for conductors, ticket collectors, attend- 
| ants, baggagemen, and the great clerical 


| staff of the various companies. 


Jonah was not slow to ascribe his de- 
liverance to the Lord. ~ Salvation in all 
its aspects is of the Lord. Our justifi- 
cation,’ our sanctification, and our glori- 
fication are alike works of divine grace. 
Every saved soul should sing the song 
of the saved. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
continued friction between capital and 
labor may be smoothed out, and that 
masters and men may come to a better 
understanding with each other. Pray 
that millionaire capitalists may not lose 
sight of the next world in their accu-~ 
mulation of the-riches of this. ‘1 
Thurs.—Psalm 18: 6-20. The Mighty Deliv- 

erer. 

The Psalm was written in the days 
when the Lord delivered David from the | 
Land of his enemies and from the hand | 
of Saul. What marvelous and majestic 
imagery the Psalmist used to indicate 
the might and power of the Lord put 
forth on behalf of His servant. The 
Divine resources are inexhaustible. - 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that all} 
our missionaries may be more Christ- 
like in life, and filled with love and 
power. Pray for the native Christians, 
that their spiritual life may be manifest 
among the heathen. Pray for the 
schools on the mission fields, for pupils 





| 


t 


gelists. : 
Fri.—Psalm 22: 1-10. Cry of Anguish. ~—_ . 
While the Psalm is ascribed to David, 
it can only be rightly interpreted in the 
t of the sorrows and 
David’s Lord. Here we have the Good | 
Shepherd giving. His life for the sheep, 
hence it has been called “The Psalna of | 
the Cross.” 


PravER SUGGESTIONS: Give praise to | 
God for the many souls He is gathering 
to Himself through the numerous evan- | 
gelistic agencics at work in. the land. | 
Pray for the evangelists and the evan-| 
gelistic parties—their preachers, Bible 
teachers, leaders in song, _ personal | 
| workers and advance agents. Pray that 

they may all keep first things first. 
| Sat.—Psalm 22: 11-21. Prayer for Deliver- | 

ance. 

As we read these solemn words we | 
can imagine ourselves standing by the | 
foot of the Cross, where our Lord’s | 
persecutors gambled over His dress. 
What infinite grace and condescension 
that He should permit Himself. to be | 
given over into the hands of His ene-| 
mies. | 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the | 
three million Jews throughout the 
United States. Many of the Orthodox 
Jews are casting off the faith of their 
fathers and their children are growing 
up infidel and irreligious. Pray also for 
all Jews of the Reformed School who 








of the Christian faith. Pray for Israels 
ingathering. 
Sun.—Psalm 22: 22-31. Song of Praise. 
Looking beyond the years of humili- 
ation, suffering, and shame the prophet- 
psalmist could see the day when Christ 
should sit upon His throne and rule 
among the nations. They who suffer 
with Him shall also reign with Him. 
What glory is yet to be His, when all 
the kindreds of the nations shall wor- 
ship Him. 


Prayer Succestions: Do we pray 
sufficiently for the ministers of the 
Gospel? The minister needs the prayer 
of his people, and he is in very truth | 
dependent on it. Unfaithfulness or in- 
efficiency in the ministry must bring a | 
terrible blight on the church. What a| 
solemn call there is here for earnest | 
supplication. 


New York Cry. 
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Wonderful New Way 
In Typewriting! 


80 to 100 Words a Minute Guaranteed 


WONDERFUL new method of acquiring skill on the typewriter has been discovered. Almost 


overnight it has revolutionized the whole typewriting situation. 


raphers and other ty 
writing 80 to 100 words with 


You 


to any operator. 


European music teachers 
nastic finger exercises. 


This, new easy metho 
fipger strength and flexibility b 
Jrom the machine—trains the 


that many students write, 
“the next lesson.” 


when training their pupils for the piano, invariably give special gys- 
r ‘This is because untrained fingers are never skilful 
results simply cannot be obtained—the fingers simply cannot 


unless the student develops and strengthens the proper muscles. 


Trained fingers are even more essential to expert t 
can write more than 30 to 40 words a minute is 
their fingers are not flexible and nimble enough—have never 
had the proper iraieent to fit them for typewritin 
overcomes this at once—develops 

gymnastic exercises away 
ngers de/orehand for their 
>werk on the machine—and the results border on the miracu- 
>.)donus.. Yet the exercises are so easy, 50 simple and so fasci- 
SMting, *I can hardly wait for 





| What Others Have Done | 


anguish -of , 


.y 
Salary Increased 40%—then 20% More 
“I certainly know that the 

New Way produces accn- 

racy and speed—the two 

great essentials of good 

typewriting. Since writing 

the letter you saw, telling 

~of a 40% increase, 1 have 

had another increase of 
20%."’ — C. £. Verraili, 
care Martin & Hall, Ar- 
chitects, Providence, RI. 









Worth Ten Times the Cost 


“Enables me to use all 
my agen | wee perfect 
ease and write an average 
of ‘almost .109 words «per 
minute. This course has 
been -worth to me’ ten’ 
times the money I in- 
vested.’’—Miss Tillie La- 
lime, St. Hyacinthe, 
Quebec, Can. 








Now Earns $150.00 a Month 
“*When I began, my av- 
erage speed was not over 50 
words a‘minute. Now I 
transcribe common every- 
day letters at 80 words per 
minute. 1! was getting $70 
per month when | took up 
the Course. I am now 
drawing $t50.00.""—A. H. 
Gardiner g2agHawthorne 
Place, Madison, Wis. 














Results from First Lesson 
“From the very first les- 
son, I noticed improve- ; 
ment in my work, in ac- 
curacy, speed and ease of 
execution. At present; I 
frequently reach 80 words 
a minute and my 

than before.” 
—(Miss) Alberta Way 
Fergus Falls, Mina. 








Salary Doubled, Claims Justified 


“* Since studying the New 

‘ay Course, | have pro- 
gressed rapidly and to-day 
am filling the i 
Chief Clerk to the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Public 
Property in this city, my 
salary being exactly dou- 
ble what it was.” —Anna 
S. Cubbison, 109 Hoerner 
Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 








Writes Over Eighty Words Per Minute 


“It brought my speed up 
to over 80 words per min- 
ute and increased my sal- 
ary by over 25%. The 
Exercises will benefit the 
student more than years 
of ordinary practice.” — 
I. G. Hipstey, 1452 West 
eee Street, Chicago, 














Already thousaniis of stenog- 


writer u ers who never exceeded thirty to forty words a minute are 

t ; alf the effort and with infinitely greater accuracy than ever before, and 

their salaries have been increased in proportion. : 

And the wonderful thing about it is that on/y zo /essons bring just this kind of ability to you— 
ing quic 


? n to feel results the very first day. 
ness in spare time. There is never the slightest interference with your work. 


Trained Fingers—theNew Way 
















You learn with ama: 


ngers. ‘The best 
used correctly and swiftly— 


writing. The reason that so few people 
cause — 


work. 


Earn $25 to $40 a Week 


No matter how rapid you-are in‘shorthand, you can névef ex- 
pect much increase in pay until you get speed—real speed—and 
accuracy on the typewriter. It is the dack 0: these that is keep- 
ing yous salary down now—that is Copriving. you of the pay you 
could otherwise be earning. At the left are a tew exam of 
how the New Way quickly results in increased pay We will 
gladly send you scores and hundreds of others. fhat it has 

one for them, it will do for you. You, too, can quickly earn 
$25 to $40 a week! 


Easy to Learn—Only 10:Lessons 


No matter how low your present speed, no matter how labored 
your efforts, no matter how weak or clumsy your fingers’ now 
seem to be, no matter how little or how much experiefice you 
have had, no matter what other courses you have taken, this 
new method will positively bring you the desired results, as thou- 
sands of stenographers have already proven. 


The New Way is entirely different from any system of the 
past. There has never been anything like it before. ‘I'he spe- 
cial Gymnastic Exercises bring resuits in days that ordinar 
methods will not produce in months. Only 10 short, simp 
dessons and the New Way is yours. Among those who have 
taken up this. system are thousands of graduates of business 
colleges and special typewriting courses—hundreds were so- 
called touch writers—yet there has hardly been a single one who 
hasn’t doubled or trebled his or her speed and accuracy, and 
their salaries have been increased in proportion. 


FREE!so0% 


BOOK 


We have prepared a Free ‘Book about the wonderful, New Way 
in Dg ei gy Poor: por gd the system in detail. It is a big 
48-page book, brimful of eye-o; ug ideas and valuable infor- 
mation. It explains how this unique new method will quickly 
make your fingers strong and dextrous, bring thém u pers 
ewe contzol, make them extremely rapid in their movements— 

in a few short weeks you can transtorm your typewriting e 
and make it easy, accurate and amasingly speedy—all this 
and much more is told in detail. No instru book ever 7 
written, no matter what its cost, ever told so plainly the # 
real WHY and HOW ot expert type writing. ; 


If yee are ambitious to get ahead—if you want to ? 
make your work easier——t you want to get more y) 
money in your pay envelope—don’t wait a single 

r t before ding for this book of informa- 
tion and proof. 4 Gentlemen : 


This new method is bringing such marvel- f _Planse_s , 


ous results to others—is proving itseif to 

SO sufe a means of quickly ingceasing 7 book about the 
salaries—that you will be doing your- 
self a big injustice if you fail to write # 
for it at once. ‘Tear off the coupon @ , 
now or write a letter or postal be- J 
fore you turn this page. 


Address 





New Wa in 
$ Typewritin . *-rhis 
incurs’ no Obligation 
m my part. 


6510 COLLEGE HILL , 
SPRINGFIELD ¢ Mail to THE TULLOSS SCHOOL 
OHIO ¢? 6510 College Hill, Springficld, Ohio 
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STENOGRAPHERS! 


















